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This book is an extensive, original and systematic treatment of many important philosophical and ethical
aspects of food (consumption and production). May we eat just anything? Can we do everything with
animals, even genetic modification? If not, how can we regulate those processes so that they lead to optimum
animal welfare while at the same time producing optimum taste? The production of food also causes
environmental pollution – does the fight against hunger have priority over the care of the environment? The
care of the environment, animal welfare, and the quality of food should be in a certain harmony, but that is
far from granted and hardly easy to achieve. These factors are often in conflict with each other, and a balance
will thus need to be searched for.

Other factors to take into consideration are the issue of global famine, the care for a farming class that is able
to keep its head above water in a decent way, and a fair trade system that does not throw up unnecessary
barriers for newcomers or small market participants and that promotes good nutrition. Famine continues to
be a widespread phenomenon that violates human rights, causing nearly a billion people to suffer from
hunger or malnutrition. At the same time, deliberate hunger, abundance, and obesity are prevalent in the
Western world. Both issues refer to the social and cultural aspects of food. Scientific and technological
developments like genetic modification and functional food also play an increasingly important role; almost
every bite that we take is determined by scientific developments. An extra difficulty is that scientific
information is often contradictory, or that it relies on statistical probabilities that are difficult to translate into
everyday certitudes.

All of these factors deserve attention, but it is the mix that is most important. In the land of food, ‘either or’
does not exist, only ‘both and’. The adequate measure of ‘both and’ serves as the starting point for this
philosophical reflection.

 

Before Dinner is a must-read for all people interested in contemporary ethical issues of food, such as
university students and researchers of food, agricultural and life sciences, as well as policymakers in these
fields, such as members of professional organisations focusing on food and agriculture (f.e., EURSAFE
(European Society for Agriculture and Food Ethics), the Agriculture, Food and Human Values Society
(USA), and European Federation of Biotechnology).
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From reader reviews:

Jennifer Handler:

The book Before Dinner: Philosophy and Ethics of Food (The International Library of Environmental,
Agricultural and Food Ethics) make you feel enjoy for your spare time. You can use to make your capable
far more increase. Book can to be your best friend when you getting tension or having big problem with the
subject. If you can make examining a book Before Dinner: Philosophy and Ethics of Food (The International
Library of Environmental, Agricultural and Food Ethics) to become your habit, you can get more
advantages, like add your current capable, increase your knowledge about many or all subjects. You are able
to know everything if you like open and read a reserve Before Dinner: Philosophy and Ethics of Food (The
International Library of Environmental, Agricultural and Food Ethics). Kinds of book are several. It means
that, science publication or encyclopedia or other people. So , how do you think about this book?

Shirley Daniels:

The reason? Because this Before Dinner: Philosophy and Ethics of Food (The International Library of
Environmental, Agricultural and Food Ethics) is an unordinary book that the inside of the e-book waiting for
you to snap it but latter it will distress you with the secret the idea inside. Reading this book next to it was
fantastic author who else write the book in such remarkable way makes the content inside easier to
understand, entertaining means but still convey the meaning entirely. So , it is good for you for not hesitating
having this any longer or you going to regret it. This phenomenal book will give you a lot of benefits than
the other book include such as help improving your expertise and your critical thinking means. So , still want
to hold up having that book? If I had been you I will go to the book store hurriedly.

Anna Gann:

Before Dinner: Philosophy and Ethics of Food (The International Library of Environmental, Agricultural and
Food Ethics) can be one of your starter books that are good idea. Most of us recommend that straight away
because this reserve has good vocabulary that could increase your knowledge in words, easy to understand,
bit entertaining but still delivering the information. The article author giving his/her effort that will put every
word into delight arrangement in writing Before Dinner: Philosophy and Ethics of Food (The International
Library of Environmental, Agricultural and Food Ethics) nevertheless doesn't forget the main point, giving
the reader the hottest and also based confirm resource facts that maybe you can be among it. This great
information could drawn you into new stage of crucial considering.

Sophie Clark:

As a college student exactly feel bored for you to reading. If their teacher asked them to go to the library or
even make summary for some e-book, they are complained. Just very little students that has reading's spirit
or real their interest. They just do what the trainer want, like asked to the library. They go to right now there
but nothing reading critically. Any students feel that reading through is not important, boring and can't see



colorful photographs on there. Yeah, it is to be complicated. Book is very important in your case. As we
know that on this period, many ways to get whatever we would like. Likewise word says, many ways to
reach Chinese's country. So , this Before Dinner: Philosophy and Ethics of Food (The International Library
of Environmental, Agricultural and Food Ethics) can make you experience more interested to read.
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