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Before Brown details the ferment in civil rights that took place across the South before the momentous
Brown vs. Board of Education decision in 1954. This collection refutes the notion that the movement began
with the Supreme Court decision, and suggests, rather, that the movement originated in the 1930s and earlier,
spurred by the Great Depression and, later, World War II—events that would radically shape the course of
politics in the South and the nation into the next century.

This work explores the growth of the movement through its various manifestations—the activities of
politicians, civil rights leaders, religious figures, labor unionists, and grass-roots activists—throughout the
1940s and 1950s. It discusses the critical leadership roles played by women and offers a new perspective on
the relationship between the NAACP and the Communist Party.

Before Brown shows clearly that, as the drive toward racial equality advanced and national political attitudes
shifted, the validity of white supremacy came increasingly into question. Institutionalized racism in the
South had always offered white citizens material advantages by preserving their economic superiority and
making them feel part of a privileged class. When these rewards were threatened by the civil rights
movement, a white backlash occurred.

"A valuable and timely volume . . . particularly welcome for the emphasis it places on the churches, on white
women, and on returning black and white veterans, groups whose postwar role has been too long ignored."

—Tony Badger, author of The New Deal: The Depression Years, 1933-1940 and editor of, with Brian Ward,
The Making of Martin Luther King and the Civil Rights Movement

Glenn Feldman is Associate Professor of Business in the Center for Labor Education and Research at The



University of Alabama at Birmingham and author of Politics, Society, and the Klan in Alabama, 1915-1949.
Patricia Sullivan is Associate Professor of History at the University of South Carolina and author of Days of
Hope: Race and Democracy in the New Deal Era.
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From reader reviews:

Erin Cummins:

The book Before Brown: Civil Rights and White Backlash in the Modern South can give more knowledge
and information about everything you want. So why must we leave the good thing like a book Before Brown:
Civil Rights and White Backlash in the Modern South? A number of you have a different opinion about
guide. But one aim this book can give many information for us. It is absolutely appropriate. Right now, try to
closer using your book. Knowledge or details that you take for that, you could give for each other; it is
possible to share all of these. Book Before Brown: Civil Rights and White Backlash in the Modern South has
simple shape but the truth is know: it has great and large function for you. You can seem the enormous world
by available and read a e-book. So it is very wonderful.

Michael Rahn:

Are you kind of active person, only have 10 as well as 15 minute in your day time to upgrading your mind
expertise or thinking skill perhaps analytical thinking? Then you are having problem with the book in
comparison with can satisfy your short time to read it because all of this time you only find reserve that need
more time to be study. Before Brown: Civil Rights and White Backlash in the Modern South can be your
answer because it can be read by an individual who have those short free time problems.

Leroy Moore:

Don't be worry when you are afraid that this book can filled the space in your house, you might have it in e-
book approach, more simple and reachable. This specific Before Brown: Civil Rights and White Backlash in
the Modern South can give you a lot of buddies because by you considering this one book you have thing
that they don't and make you actually more like an interesting person. This particular book can be one of a
step for you to get success. This publication offer you information that probably your friend doesn't realize,
by knowing more than different make you to be great folks. So , why hesitate? We need to have Before
Brown: Civil Rights and White Backlash in the Modern South.

Jennifer Valdovinos:

You can find this Before Brown: Civil Rights and White Backlash in the Modern South by visit the
bookstore or Mall. Just simply viewing or reviewing it could to be your solve challenge if you get difficulties
for the knowledge. Kinds of this book are various. Not only by means of written or printed but also can you
enjoy this book by means of e-book. In the modern era like now, you just looking because of your mobile
phone and searching what their problem. Right now, choose your personal ways to get more information
about your book. It is most important to arrange yourself to make your knowledge are still upgrade. Let's try
to choose right ways for you.
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