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Gender was akey social indicator in Byzantine society, asin many others. While studies of gender in the
western medieval period have appeared regularly in the past decade, similar studies of Byzantium have
lagged behind. Masculine and feminine roles were not aways as clearly defined as in the West, while
eunuchs made up a'third gender' in the imperial court. Socia status indicators were also in a state of flux, as
much linked to patronage networks as to wealth, as the Empire came under a series of external and internal
pressures. This fluidity applied equally in ecclesiastical and secular spheres. The present collection of essays
uncovers gender roles in the imperia family, in monastic institutions of both genders, in the Orthodox
church, and in the nascent cult of Mary in the east. It puts the spotlight on flashpoints over a millennium of
Byzantine rule, from Constantine the Great to Irene and the Palaiologoi, and covers a wide geographical
range, from Byzantine Italy to Syria.

The introduction frames the following nine chapters against recent scholarship and considers methodol ogical
issues in the study of gender and Byzantine society. Together these essays portray a surprising range of male
and femal e experience in various Byzantine social institutions - whether religious, military, or imperial --
over the course of more than amillennium. The collection offers a provocative contrast to recent studies
based on western medieval scholarship. Common themes that bind the collection into a coherent whole
include specifically Byzantine expectations of gender among the social elite; the fluidity of social and sexual
identities for Byzantine men and women within the church; and the specific challenges that strong
individuals posed to the traditional limitations of gender within a hierarchical society dominated by Christian
orthodoxy.
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From reader reviews:
Earl Goodman:

Book will be written, printed, or illustrated for everything. Y ou can learn everything you want by a guide.
Book has a different type. Aswe know that book isimportant matter to bring us around the world. Adjacent
to that you can your reading ability was fluently. A publication Questions of Gender in Byzantine Society
will make you to always be smarter. Y ou can feel far more confidence if you can know about every thing.
But some of you think this open or reading a book make you bored. It is not make you fun. Why they may be
thought like that? Have you in search of best book or suitable book with you?

Geraldine Dube:

The particular book Questions of Gender in Byzantine Society has alot info on it. So when you check out
this book you can get alot of help. The book was published by the very famous author. The writer makes
some research just before write this book. This specific book very easy to read you can obtain the point
easily after scanning this book.

Lindsey Putman:

The reason why? Because this Questions of Gender in Byzantine Society is an unordinary book that the
inside of the reserve waiting for you to snap that but latter it will zap you with the secret it inside. Reading
this book alongside it was fantastic author who else write the book in such wonderful way makes the content
interior easier to understand, entertaining technique but still convey the meaning completely. So , it is good
for you for not hesitating having this anymore or you going to regret it. This book will give you alot of
benefits than the other book possess such as help improving your expertise and your critical thinking method.
So, still want to delay having that book? If | were being you | will go to the reserve store hurriedly.

Keith Barnett:

Don't be worry if you are afraid that this book will filled the space in your house, you can have it in e-book
technique, more simple and reachable. This Questions of Gender in Byzantine Society can give you alot of
buddies because by you looking at this one book you have factor that they don't and make you actually more
like an interesting person. This book can be one of one step for you to get success. This reserve offer you
information that possibly your friend doesn't understand, by knowing more than additional make you to be
great people. So, why hesitate? L et me have Questions of Gender in Byzantine Society.
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