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Scientology is one of the wealthiest and most powerful new religions to emerge in the past century. To its
detractors, L. Ron Hubbard's space-age mysticism is a moneymaking scam and sinister brainwashing cult.
But to its adherents, it is humanity's brightest hope. Few religious movements have been subject to public
scrutiny like Scientology, yet much of what is written about the church is sensationalist and inaccurate. Here
for the first time is the story of Scientology's protracted and turbulent journey to recognition as a religion in
the postwar American landscape.

Hugh Urban tells the real story of Scientology from its cold war-era beginnings in the 1950s to its
prominence today as the religion of Hollywood's celebrity elite. Urban paints a vivid portrait of Hubbard, the
enigmatic founder who once commanded his own private fleet and an intelligence apparatus rivaling that of
the U.S. government. One FBI agent described him as "a mental case," but to his followers he is the man
who "solved the riddle of the human mind." Urban details Scientology's decades-long war with the IRS,
which ended with the church winning tax-exempt status as a religion; the rancorous cult wars of the 1970s
and 1980s; as well as the latest challenges confronting Scientology, from attacks by the Internet group
Anonymous to the church's efforts to suppress the online dissemination of its esoteric teachings.

The Church of Scientology demonstrates how Scientology has reflected the broader anxieties and obsessions
of postwar America, and raises profound questions about how religion is defined and who gets to define it.
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From reader reviews:

Alma Bulger:

In this 21st century, people become competitive in most way. By being competitive today, people have do
something to make these survives, being in the middle of typically the crowded place and notice by means of
surrounding. One thing that often many people have underestimated this for a while is reading. That's why,
by reading a e-book your ability to survive raise then having chance to endure than other is high. In your case
who want to start reading any book, we give you this specific The Church of Scientology: A History of a
New Religion book as beginning and daily reading reserve. Why, because this book is more than just a book.

Pamela Pinkham:

Why? Because this The Church of Scientology: A History of a New Religion is an unordinary book that the
inside of the e-book waiting for you to snap the idea but latter it will shock you with the secret the idea
inside. Reading this book alongside it was fantastic author who also write the book in such awesome way
makes the content within easier to understand, entertaining means but still convey the meaning totally. So , it
is good for you because of not hesitating having this anymore or you going to regret it. This unique book will
give you a lot of advantages than the other book get such as help improving your ability and your critical
thinking approach. So , still want to hold off having that book? If I were you I will go to the guide store
hurriedly.

Alma Driver:

Do you have something that you like such as book? The guide lovers usually prefer to decide on book like
comic, short story and the biggest the first is novel. Now, why not seeking The Church of Scientology: A
History of a New Religion that give your satisfaction preference will be satisfied simply by reading this
book. Reading practice all over the world can be said as the opportunity for people to know world
considerably better then how they react when it comes to the world. It can't be mentioned constantly that
reading practice only for the geeky man but for all of you who wants to be success person. So , for all of you
who want to start reading through as your good habit, it is possible to pick The Church of Scientology: A
History of a New Religion become your own starter.

Mary Mohammad:

Reading a publication make you to get more knowledge as a result. You can take knowledge and information
originating from a book. Book is composed or printed or illustrated from each source in which filled update
of news. With this modern era like at this point, many ways to get information are available for anyone.
From media social including newspaper, magazines, science reserve, encyclopedia, reference book, new and
comic. You can add your understanding by that book. Ready to spend your spare time to spread out your
book? Or just seeking the The Church of Scientology: A History of a New Religion when you essential it?
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