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Since Joshua Steckel began work at a Brooklyn public high school as its first-ever college guidance
counselor, every one of the hundreds of graduates he has counseled has been accepted to college, many to
top-flight schools with all expenses paid. But getting in is only one small part of the drama of his students’
stories. In a riveting work of narrative nonfiction—winner of a Studs and Ida Terkel award—Hold Fast to
Dreams follows the lives of ten of Josh’s students as they navigate the vast and obstacle-ridden landscape of
college in America, where students for whom the stakes of education are highest find unequal access and
inadequate support.

Among the ten unforgettable students we meet are: Mike, who writes his personal essays from a homeless
shelter and is torn between his longing to get away to an idyllic college campus and his fear of leaving his
mother and brothers in desperate circumstances; Santiago, a talented, motivated, and undocumented student,
battles bureaucracy and low expectations as he seeks a life outside the low-wage world of hard manual labor
to which his immigration status threatens to consign him; and Ashley, who pursues her ambition to become a
doctor with almost superhuman drive but then forges a path that challenges received wisdom about the value
of an elite, liberal arts education.

At a time when the idea of "college for all" is alternately embraced and challenged, this important book
uncovers, in heartrending detail, the many ways the American education system fails in its promise as a
ladder to opportunity. But it also provides hope in its portrayal of the extraordinary intelligence, resilience,
and everyday heroics of the young people whose futures are too often lamented or ignored and whose voices,
insights, and vision our colleges—and our country—desperately need. Hold Fast to Dreams will grab you on
the first page and will stay with you for a long time. It should be required reading for anyone who cares
about the right to education in America.
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From reader reviews:

Edna Pilon:

What do you with regards to book? It is not important along with you? Or just adding material when you
require something to explain what yours problem? How about your extra time? Or are you busy man? If you
don't have spare time to complete others business, it is give you a sense of feeling bored faster. And you have
extra time? What did you do? Every individual has many questions above. They should answer that question
since just their can do this. It said that about book. Book is familiar in each person. Yes, it is suitable.
Because start from on jardín de infancia until university need this kind of Hold Fast to Dreams: A College
Guidance Counselor, His Students, and the Vision of a Life Beyond Poverty to read.

Tracy Painter:

Here thing why this specific Hold Fast to Dreams: A College Guidance Counselor, His Students, and the
Vision of a Life Beyond Poverty are different and reliable to be yours. First of all studying a book is good
nonetheless it depends in the content of the usb ports which is the content is as scrumptious as food or not.
Hold Fast to Dreams: A College Guidance Counselor, His Students, and the Vision of a Life Beyond Poverty
giving you information deeper and different ways, you can find any reserve out there but there is no book
that similar with Hold Fast to Dreams: A College Guidance Counselor, His Students, and the Vision of a Life
Beyond Poverty. It gives you thrill examining journey, its open up your own personal eyes about the thing
that happened in the world which is might be can be happened around you. You can actually bring
everywhere like in area, café, or even in your way home by train. Should you be having difficulties in
bringing the paper book maybe the form of Hold Fast to Dreams: A College Guidance Counselor, His
Students, and the Vision of a Life Beyond Poverty in e-book can be your choice.

Colleen Edwards:

In this era globalization it is important to someone to receive information. The information will make anyone
to understand the condition of the world. The condition of the world makes the information quicker to share.
You can find a lot of recommendations to get information example: internet, classifieds, book, and soon.
You will observe that now, a lot of publisher this print many kinds of book. Typically the book that
recommended for you is Hold Fast to Dreams: A College Guidance Counselor, His Students, and the Vision
of a Life Beyond Poverty this guide consist a lot of the information on the condition of this world now. That
book was represented how do the world has grown up. The terminology styles that writer require to explain it
is easy to understand. Often the writer made some analysis when he makes this book. This is why this book
suited all of you.

Clifford White:

As a university student exactly feel bored to be able to reading. If their teacher expected them to go to the
library as well as to make summary for some guide, they are complained. Just small students that has



reading's internal or real their interest. They just do what the teacher want, like asked to the library. They go
to generally there but nothing reading really. Any students feel that reading through is not important, boring
and can't see colorful pics on there. Yeah, it is to become complicated. Book is very important for you
personally. As we know that on this age, many ways to get whatever we really wish for. Likewise word says,
many ways to reach Chinese's country. So , this Hold Fast to Dreams: A College Guidance Counselor, His
Students, and the Vision of a Life Beyond Poverty can make you truly feel more interested to read.
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