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Between 1898 and 1918, many American states introduced the initiative, referendum, and recall--known
collectively as direct democracy. Most interpreters have seen the motives for these reform measures as
purely political, but Thomas Goebel demonstrates that the call for direct democracy was deeply rooted in
antimonopoly sentiment.

Frustrated with the governmental corruption and favoritism that facilitated the rise of monopolies, advocates
of direct democracy aimed to check the influence of legislative bodies and directly empower the people to
pass laws and abolish trusts. But direct democracy failed to achieve its promises: corporations and trusts
continued to flourish, voter turnout rates did not increase, and interest groups grew stronger. By the 1930s, it
was clear that direct democracy favored large organizations with the financial and organizational resources
to fund increasingly expensive campaigns.

Recent years have witnessed a resurgence of direct democracy, particularly in California, where ballot
questions and propositions have addressed such volatile issues as gay rights and affirmative action. In this
context, Goebel's analysis of direct democracy's history, evolution, and ultimate unsuitability as a grassroots
tool is particularly timely.
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From reader reviews:

Jeffrey Thompson:

In this 21st century, people become competitive in each and every way. By being competitive now, people
have do something to make these individuals survives, being in the middle of typically the crowded place
and notice through surrounding. One thing that sometimes many people have underestimated the item for a
while is reading. Yep, by reading a e-book your ability to survive boost then having chance to stay than other
is high. For you personally who want to start reading the book, we give you that A Government by the
People: Direct Democracy in America, 1890-1940 book as beginning and daily reading reserve. Why,
because this book is more than just a book.

Gail Boutwell:

As people who live in the actual modest era should be update about what going on or info even knowledge to
make them keep up with the era which is always change and move forward. Some of you maybe will update
themselves by reading books. It is a good choice for you but the problems coming to you actually is you
don't know which one you should start with. This A Government by the People: Direct Democracy in
America, 1890-1940 is our recommendation to help you keep up with the world. Why, since this book serves
what you want and wish in this era.

Edwina Hinkle:

The reason? Because this A Government by the People: Direct Democracy in America, 1890-1940 is an
unordinary book that the inside of the e-book waiting for you to snap the item but latter it will distress you
with the secret that inside. Reading this book alongside it was fantastic author who have write the book in
such awesome way makes the content on the inside easier to understand, entertaining means but still convey
the meaning completely. So , it is good for you because of not hesitating having this any longer or you going
to regret it. This excellent book will give you a lot of rewards than the other book get such as help improving
your ability and your critical thinking technique. So , still want to hold off having that book? If I had been
you I will go to the publication store hurriedly.

Christopher Palmer:

The book untitled A Government by the People: Direct Democracy in America, 1890-1940 contain a lot of
information on the idea. The writer explains her idea with easy way. The language is very clear and
understandable all the people, so do not worry, you can easy to read this. The book was compiled by famous
author. The author will take you in the new period of literary works. You can easily read this book because
you can please read on your smart phone, or model, so you can read the book inside anywhere and anytime.
If you want to buy the e-book, you can open their official web-site as well as order it. Have a nice read.
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