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Paul Esmérian's diary begins with his arrival in the Philippines from French Indochina in the summer of
1941 and sets the scene with an absorbing portrait of pre-war Manila. Just months later, in December, came
the surprise Japanese attack on Pearl Harbor, quickly followed by the invasion of the Philippines. Esmérian
is an eloquent witness to the fall of Manila and its subsequent occupation. As early as January 1942, the
Japanese set up an internment camp for allied civilians - men, women and children - on the site of the
University of Santo Tomás in northern Manila. It came to hold nearly four thousand internees - mostly
American, but also British, Empire and allied European. Because France was no longer officially at war with
Japan's Axis partner Germany, French residents of Manila were not immediately interned, and for a year and
a half Esmérian was able to live outside the Camp. He has left an engrossing account of life in the harsh
setting of occupied Manila during this period. Eventually, however, in June 1943, as a Gaullist he was forced
into Santo Tomás. Over the next eighteen months he continued to keep a diary which forms a precious record
of life in the Camp. He charts the changes in conditions as the Japanese grip tightened, culminating in the
internees' dramatic liberation in February 1945 by a flying column of the US 1st Cavalry Division. Published
in France in 1980, Paul Esmérian's gripping diary can now be enjoyed by a wider audience in this fine
translation by Robert Colquhoun, himself an internee in the same camp.
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From reader reviews:

Armando Rodgers:

The book A Free Frenchman under the Japanese: The War Diary of Paul Esmérian, Manila, Philippines,
1941-1945 can give more knowledge and also the precise product information about everything you want.
Why then must we leave the good thing like a book A Free Frenchman under the Japanese: The War Diary
of Paul Esmérian, Manila, Philippines, 1941-1945? A number of you have a different opinion about
publication. But one aim this book can give many info for us. It is absolutely appropriate. Right now, try to
closer using your book. Knowledge or details that you take for that, you could give for each other; you could
share all of these. Book A Free Frenchman under the Japanese: The War Diary of Paul Esmérian, Manila,
Philippines, 1941-1945 has simple shape but the truth is know: it has great and massive function for you.
You can look the enormous world by available and read a reserve. So it is very wonderful.

Richard Horgan:

Nowadays reading books become more than want or need but also get a life style. This reading habit give
you lot of advantages. Advantages you got of course the knowledge your information inside the book that
will improve your knowledge and information. The data you get based on what kind of e-book you read, if
you want send more knowledge just go with schooling books but if you want feel happy read one together
with theme for entertaining such as comic or novel. Typically the A Free Frenchman under the Japanese: The
War Diary of Paul Esmérian, Manila, Philippines, 1941-1945 is kind of e-book which is giving the reader
erratic experience.

Kenny Crowther:

Information is provisions for people to get better life, information these days can get by anyone from
everywhere. The information can be a expertise or any news even an issue. What people must be consider
whenever those information which is inside the former life are challenging to be find than now is taking
seriously which one is appropriate to believe or which one the actual resource are convinced. If you get the
unstable resource then you get it as your main information you will see huge disadvantage for you. All those
possibilities will not happen in you if you take A Free Frenchman under the Japanese: The War Diary of Paul
Esmérian, Manila, Philippines, 1941-1945 as the daily resource information.

Joseph Langley:

Do you really one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt when you find yourself in the book
store? Try and pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't ascertain book by its protect
may doesn't work this is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not because fantastic as in
the outside search likes. Maybe you answer can be A Free Frenchman under the Japanese: The War Diary of
Paul Esmérian, Manila, Philippines, 1941-1945 why because the excellent cover that make you consider
about the content will not disappoint a person. The inside or content is actually fantastic as the outside or



perhaps cover. Your reading 6th sense will directly show you to pick up this book.
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