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The first full-length biography of one of hockey's - and Canada's - most influential forces, Conn Smythe.

While the story of the Toronto Maple Leafs has been told many times, there has never been a full biography
of the man who created, built and managed the team, turning it from a small-market collection of second-rate
players into the hockey and financial powerhouse that dominated Canadian sports and created a collection of
Canadian icons along the way. From the 1920s to the mid-1960s, Conn Smythe was one of the best-known,
highest-profile figures in the country - irascible, tempestuous, outspoken and controversial. He not only
constructed a hockey team that dominated the league for long stretches, but was critical to the growth and
shaping of the NHL itself. By building Maple Leaf Gardens and hiring Foster Hewitt to fill Canada's living
rooms with weekly broadcasts, he turned Saturday night into hockey night, creating institutions and habits
that became central to Canada's character and remain with us today.

Smythe's story is much deeper and richer than the tale of a cantankerous hockey owner. Smythe fought in
both world wars, fighting at Ypres and Passchendaele in the first war and landing at Normandy in the
second. He was wounded in both and spent two years as a POW in a German camp after being shot down in
1917. He grew up in poverty and vowed to escape the life that was so incredibly hard on his family. Smythe
was active in politics and ignited a national crisis over conscription that split the Liberal government in two
and brought Mackenzie King to the brink of resignation.

This book tells the life of one of the country's great characters, a man who helped shape and define us and
who left behind national habits and institutions that continue to lay at the heart of what makes Canada,
Canada.
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From reader reviews:

John Dearman:

Have you spare time for just a day? What do you do when you have a lot more or little spare time? Yep, you
can choose the suitable activity intended for spend your time. Any person spent their particular spare time to
take a wander, shopping, or went to the particular Mall. How about open as well as read a book titled The
Lives of Conn Smythe: From the Battlefield to Maple Leaf Gardens: A Hockey Icon's Story? Maybe it is for
being best activity for you. You recognize beside you can spend your time together with your favorite's
book, you can wiser than before. Do you agree with its opinion or you have other opinion?

John Dinwiddie:

People live in this new morning of lifestyle always aim to and must have the spare time or they will get lots
of stress from both daily life and work. So , when we ask do people have extra time, we will say absolutely
of course. People is human not really a huge robot. Then we request again, what kind of activity are there
when the spare time coming to a person of course your answer can unlimited right. Then do you ever try this
one, reading ebooks. It can be your alternative throughout spending your spare time, often the book you have
read is usually The Lives of Conn Smythe: From the Battlefield to Maple Leaf Gardens: A Hockey Icon's
Story.

Kay Newberry:

The Lives of Conn Smythe: From the Battlefield to Maple Leaf Gardens: A Hockey Icon's Story can be one
of your basic books that are good idea. We all recommend that straight away because this guide has good
vocabulary that can increase your knowledge in terminology, easy to understand, bit entertaining however
delivering the information. The author giving his/her effort to place every word into delight arrangement in
writing The Lives of Conn Smythe: From the Battlefield to Maple Leaf Gardens: A Hockey Icon's Story
although doesn't forget the main place, giving the reader the hottest and also based confirm resource details
that maybe you can be considered one of it. This great information could drawn you into brand-new stage of
crucial contemplating.

Sonia Cote:

This The Lives of Conn Smythe: From the Battlefield to Maple Leaf Gardens: A Hockey Icon's Story is great
book for you because the content that is full of information for you who also always deal with world and
possess to make decision every minute. This book reveal it facts accurately using great organize word or we
can point out no rambling sentences inside it. So if you are read the item hurriedly you can have whole
details in it. Doesn't mean it only provides straight forward sentences but challenging core information with
splendid delivering sentences. Having The Lives of Conn Smythe: From the Battlefield to Maple Leaf
Gardens: A Hockey Icon's Story in your hand like having the world in your arm, details in it is not ridiculous
1. We can say that no publication that offer you world within ten or fifteen small right but this book already



do that. So , it is good reading book. Hi Mr. and Mrs. busy do you still doubt this?
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