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In this revelatory, dynamic biography, one of our finest historians, Benson Bobrick, profiles George H.
Thomas, arguing that he was the greatest and most successful general of the Civil War. Because Thomas
didn't live to write his memoirs, his reputation has been largely shaped by others, most notably Ulysses S.
Grant and William Tecumseh Sherman, two generals with whom Thomas served and who, Bobrick says,
diminished his successes in their favor in their own memoirs.

Born in Virginia, Thomas survived Nat Turner's rebellion as a boy, then studied at West Point, where
Sherman was a classmate. Thomas distinguished himself in the Mexican War and then returned to West
Point as an instructor. When the Civil War broke out, Thomas remained loyal to the Union, unlike fellow
Virginia-born officer Robert E. Lee (among others). He compiled an outstanding record as an officer in
battles at Mill Springs, Perryville, and Stones River. At the Battle of Chickamauga, Thomas, at the time a
corps commander, held the center of the Union line under a ferocious assault, then rallied the troops on
Horseshoe Ridge to prevent a Confederate rout of the Union army. His extraordinary performance there
earned him the nickname "The Rock of Chickamauga."

Promoted to command of the Army of the Cumberland, he led his army in a stunning Union victory at the
Battle of Chattanooga. Thomas supported Sherman on his march through Georgia in the spring of 1864,
winning an important victory at the Battle of Peachtree Creek. As Sherman continued on his March to the
Sea, Thomas returned to Tennessee and in the battle of Nashville destroyed the army of Confederate General
John Bell Hood. It was one of the most decisive victories of the war, and Thomas won it even as Grant was
on his way to remove Thomas from his command. (When Grant discovered the magnitude of Thomas's
victory, he quickly changed his mind.) Thomas died of a stroke in 1870 while still on active duty. In the
entire Civil War, he never lost a battle or a movement.

Throughout his career, Thomas was methodical and careful, and always prepared. Unlike Grant at Shiloh, he
was never surprised by an enemy. Unlike Sherman, he never panicked in battle but always remained calm
and focused. He was derided by both men as "Slow Trot Thomas," but as Bobrick shows in this brilliant
biography, he was quick to analyze every situation and always knew what to do and when to do it. He was
not colorful like Grant and Sherman, but he was widely admired by his peers, and some, such as Grant's
favorite cavalry commander, General James H. Wilson, thought Thomas the peer of any general in either
army. He was the only Union commander to destroy two Confederate armies in the field.

Although historians of the Civil War have always regarded Thomas highly, he has never captured the public
imagination, perhaps because he has lacked an outstanding biographer -- until now. This informed, judicious,
and lucid biography at last gives Thomas his due.
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From reader reviews:

Michael Riddle:

The book Master of War: The Life of General George H. Thomas give you a sense of feeling enjoy for your
spare time. You need to use to make your capable much more increase. Book can to become your best friend
when you getting pressure or having big problem using your subject. If you can make studying a book
Master of War: The Life of General George H. Thomas to be your habit, you can get more advantages, like
add your capable, increase your knowledge about a number of or all subjects. You are able to know
everything if you like wide open and read a reserve Master of War: The Life of General George H. Thomas.
Kinds of book are several. It means that, science publication or encyclopedia or other people. So , how do
you think about this e-book?

Doris Moreno:

What do you concerning book? It is not important along? Or just adding material when you require
something to explain what the one you have problem? How about your spare time? Or are you busy person?
If you don't have spare time to complete others business, it is give you a sense of feeling bored faster. And
you have time? What did you do? Everyone has many questions above. They must answer that question
because just their can do this. It said that about book. Book is familiar in each person. Yes, it is appropriate.
Because start from on guardería until university need this Master of War: The Life of General George H.
Thomas to read.

Bettie Hentges:

This Master of War: The Life of General George H. Thomas book is not ordinary book, you have after that it
the world is in your hands. The benefit you obtain by reading this book will be information inside this
publication incredible fresh, you will get info which is getting deeper you actually read a lot of information
you will get. This kind of Master of War: The Life of General George H. Thomas without we know teach the
one who looking at it become critical in considering and analyzing. Don't become worry Master of War: The
Life of General George H. Thomas can bring when you are and not make your carrier space or bookshelves'
turn out to be full because you can have it with your lovely laptop even telephone. This Master of War: The
Life of General George H. Thomas having fine arrangement in word and layout, so you will not truly feel
uninterested in reading.

Gregory Eubanks:

The guide untitled Master of War: The Life of General George H. Thomas is the publication that
recommended to you to see. You can see the quality of the publication content that will be shown to a
person. The language that author use to explained their way of doing something is easily to understand. The
writer was did a lot of investigation when write the book, hence the information that they share to you
personally is absolutely accurate. You also might get the e-book of Master of War: The Life of General



George H. Thomas from the publisher to make you much more enjoy free time.
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