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The nineteenth century seems to have been full of hysterical women - or so they were diagnosed. Where are
they now? The very disease no longer exists. In this fascinating account, Andrew Scull tells the story of
Hysteria - an illness that disappeared not through medical endeavour, but through growing understanding and
cultural change. More generally, it raises the question of how diseases are framed, and how conceptions of a
disease change through history.

The lurid history of hysteria makes fascinating reading. Charcot's clinics showed off flamboyantly
'hysterical' patients taking on sexualized poses, and among the visiting professionals was one Sigmund
Freud. Scull discusses the origins of the idea of hysteria, the development of a neurological approach by John
Sydenham and others, hysteria as a fashionable condition, and its growth from the 17th century. Some
regarded it as a peculiarly English malady, 'the natural concomitant of England's
greater civilization and refinement'. Women were the majority of patients, and the illness became associated
with female biology, resulting in some gruesome 'treatments'. Charcot and Freud were key practitioners
defining the nature of the illness. But curiously, the illness seemed to swap gender during
the First World War when male hysterics frequently suffering from shell shock were also subjected to brutal
'treatments'. Subsequently, the 'disease' declined and eventually disappeared, at least in professional circles,
though attenuated elements remain, reclassified for instance as post-traumatic stress disorder.
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From reader reviews:

Linda Pillar:

What do you with regards to book? It is not important along with you? Or just adding material when you
want something to explain what the ones you have problem? How about your spare time? Or are you busy
man? If you don't have spare time to accomplish others business, it is gives you the sense of being bored
faster. And you have extra time? What did you do? All people has many questions above. They need to
answer that question since just their can do in which. It said that about guide. Book is familiar on every
person. Yes, it is suitable. Because start from on guardería until university need this Hysteria: The disturbing
history to read.

Steven Whitney:

Does one one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt when you find yourself in the book store?
Make an effort to pick one book that you find out the inside because don't ascertain book by its protect may
doesn't work here is difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not as fantastic as in the
outside search likes. Maybe you answer might be Hysteria: The disturbing history why because the amazing
cover that make you consider concerning the content will not disappoint you. The inside or content is usually
fantastic as the outside as well as cover. Your reading 6th sense will directly make suggestions to pick up
this book.

Michael Carr:

Beside this kind of Hysteria: The disturbing history in your phone, it could possibly give you a way to get
nearer to the new knowledge or details. The information and the knowledge you can got here is fresh in the
oven so don't become worry if you feel like an previous people live in narrow commune. It is good thing to
have Hysteria: The disturbing history because this book offers to your account readable information. Do you
occasionally have book but you do not get what it's exactly about. Oh come on, that will not happen if you
have this in the hand. The Enjoyable agreement here cannot be questionable, like treasuring beautiful island.
Use you still want to miss that? Find this book and also read it from now!

Jennifer Lewis:

Do you like reading a reserve? Confuse to looking for your best book? Or your book had been rare? Why so
many question for the book? But virtually any people feel that they enjoy regarding reading. Some people
likes looking at, not only science book but additionally novel and Hysteria: The disturbing history as well as
others sources were given understanding for you. After you know how the good a book, you feel need to read
more and more. Science e-book was created for teacher or maybe students especially. Those guides are
helping them to add their knowledge. In various other case, beside science publication, any other book likes
Hysteria: The disturbing history to make your spare time much more colorful. Many types of book like this
one.
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