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The announcement in 2003 that the Human Genome Project had completed its map of the entire human
genome was heralded as a stunning scientific breakthrough: our first full picture of the basic building blocks
of human life. Since then, boasts about the benefits—and warnings of the dangers—of genomics have
remained front-page news, with everyone agreeing that genomics has the potential to radically alter life as
we know it.

For the nonscientist, the claims and counterclaims are dizzying—what does it really mean to understand the
genome? Barry Barnes and John Dupré offer an answer to that question and much more in Genomes and
What to Make of Them, a clear and lively account of the genomic revolution and its promise. The book opens
with a brief history of the science of genetics and genomics, from Mendel to Watson and Crick and all the
way up to Craig Venter; from there the authors delve into the use of genomics in determining evolutionary
paths—and what it can tell us, for example, about how far we really have come from our ape ancestors.
Barnes and Dupré then consider both the power and risks of genetics, from the economic potential of plant
genomes to overblown claims that certain human genes can be directly tied to such traits as intelligence or
homosexuality. Ultimately, the authors argue, we are now living with a new knowledge as powerful in its
way as nuclear physics, and the stark choices that face us—between biological warfare and gene therapy, a
new eugenics or a new agricultural revolution—will demand the full engagement of both scientists and
citizens. 

Written in straightforward language but without denying the complexity of the issues, Genomes and What to
Make of Them is both an up-to-date primer and a blueprint for the future.
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From reader reviews:

Barbara Hall:

Now a day people that Living in the era wherever everything reachable by connect to the internet and the
resources included can be true or not call for people to be aware of each facts they get. How individuals to be
smart in having any information nowadays? Of course the correct answer is reading a book. Reading a book
can help individuals out of this uncertainty Information specially this Genomes and What to Make of Them
book because this book offers you rich facts and knowledge. Of course the info in this book hundred pct
guarantees there is no doubt in it as you know.

David Kane:

Information is provisions for anyone to get better life, information nowadays can get by anyone with
everywhere. The information can be a knowledge or any news even a huge concern. What people must be
consider if those information which is within the former life are hard to be find than now is taking seriously
which one is appropriate to believe or which one the resource are convinced. If you get the unstable resource
then you have it as your main information there will be huge disadvantage for you. All of those possibilities
will not happen throughout you if you take Genomes and What to Make of Them as your daily resource
information.

Agnes Shivers:

Reading can called thoughts hangout, why? Because if you are reading a book especially book entitled
Genomes and What to Make of Them your mind will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in every
single aspect that maybe not known for but surely will end up your mind friends. Imaging just about every
word written in a book then become one contact form conclusion and explanation that maybe you never get
previous to. The Genomes and What to Make of Them giving you another experience more than blown away
your mind but also giving you useful data for your better life in this particular era. So now let us show you
the relaxing pattern this is your body and mind is going to be pleased when you are finished reading it, like
winning a. Do you want to try this extraordinary wasting spare time activity?

Rod Doughty:

Don't be worry if you are afraid that this book will filled the space in your house, you may have it in e-book
technique, more simple and reachable. That Genomes and What to Make of Them can give you a lot of close
friends because by you looking at this one book you have thing that they don't and make a person more like
an interesting person. This book can be one of a step for you to get success. This e-book offer you
information that probably your friend doesn't realize, by knowing more than different make you to be great
folks. So , why hesitate? Let me have Genomes and What to Make of Them.
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