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Today, monthly issues of Cosmopolitan magazine scream out to readers from checkout counters and
newsstands. With bright covers and bold, sexy headlines, this famous periodical targets young, single women
aspiring to become the quintessential “Cosmo girl.” Cosmopolitan is known for its vivacious character and
frank, explicit attitude toward sex, yet because of its reputation, many people don’t realize that the magazine
has undergone many incarnations before its current one, including family literary magazine and muckraking
investigative journal, and all are presented in The Improbable First Century of Cosmopolitan Magazine. The
book boasts one particularly impressive contributor: Helen Gurley Brown herself, who rarely grants
interviews but spoke and corresponded with James Landers to aid in his research.
            When launched in 1886, Cosmopolitan was a family literary magazine that published quality fiction,
children’s stories, and homemaking tips. In 1889 it was rescued from bankruptcy by wealthy entrepreneur
John Brisben Walker, who introduced illustrations and attracted writers such as Mark Twain, Willa Cather,
and H. G. Wells. Then, when newspaper magnate William Randolph Hearst purchased Cosmopolitan in
1905, he turned it into a purveyor of exposé journalism to aid his personal political pursuits. But when Hearst
abandoned those ambitions, he changed the magazine in the 1920s back to a fiction periodical featuring
leading writers such as Theodore Dreiser, Sinclair Lewis, and William Somerset Maugham. His approach
garnered success by the 1930s, but poor editing sunk Cosmo’s readership as decades went on. By the mid-
1960s executives considered letting Cosmopolitan die, but Helen Gurley Brown, an ambitious and savvy
businesswoman, submitted a plan for a dramatic editorial makeover. Gurley Brown took the helm and saved
Cosmopolitan by publishing articles about topics other women’s magazines avoided. Twenty years later,
when the magazine ended its first century, Cosmopolitan was the profit center of the Hearst Corporation and
a culturally significant force in young women’s lives.
            The Improbable First Century of Cosmopolitan Magazine explores how Cosmopolitan survived three
near-death experiences to become one of the most dynamic and successful magazines of the twentieth
century. Landers uses a wealth of primary source materials to place this important magazine in the context of
history and depict how it became the cultural touchstone it is today. This book will be of interest not only to
modern Cosmo aficionadas but also to journalism students, news historians, and anyone interested in
publishing.
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From reader reviews:

Gerald Hackler:

Have you spare time for a day? What do you do when you have considerably more or little spare time? Yep,
you can choose the suitable activity for spend your time. Any person spent their spare time to take a move,
shopping, or went to the particular Mall. How about open as well as read a book eligible The Improbable
First Century of Cosmopolitan Magazine? Maybe it is to be best activity for you. You understand beside you
can spend your time with the favorite's book, you can smarter than before. Do you agree with its opinion or
you have additional opinion?

Alvin Pryor:

Exactly why? Because this The Improbable First Century of Cosmopolitan Magazine is an unordinary book
that the inside of the publication waiting for you to snap this but latter it will surprise you with the secret the
idea inside. Reading this book next to it was fantastic author who have write the book in such amazing way
makes the content on the inside easier to understand, entertaining method but still convey the meaning
entirely. So , it is good for you because of not hesitating having this any longer or you going to regret it. This
excellent book will give you a lot of advantages than the other book have such as help improving your
proficiency and your critical thinking approach. So , still want to postpone having that book? If I were you I
will go to the book store hurriedly.

Earl Quintana:

As we know that book is essential thing to add our know-how for everything. By a e-book we can know
everything we want. A book is a pair of written, printed, illustrated or blank sheet. Every year had been
exactly added. This guide The Improbable First Century of Cosmopolitan Magazine was filled regarding
science. Spend your spare time to add your knowledge about your science competence. Some people has
diverse feel when they reading the book. If you know how big good thing about a book, you can sense enjoy
to read a publication. In the modern era like at this point, many ways to get book you wanted.

Harold Thompson:

Reading a reserve make you to get more knowledge from it. You can take knowledge and information
originating from a book. Book is written or printed or descriptive from each source that filled update of
news. In this particular modern era like currently, many ways to get information are available for you
actually. From media social including newspaper, magazines, science guide, encyclopedia, reference book,
novel and comic. You can add your knowledge by that book. Are you ready to spend your spare time to
spread out your book? Or just seeking the The Improbable First Century of Cosmopolitan Magazine when
you necessary it?
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