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Following independence, the Nehruvian approach to socialism in India rested on three pillars: secularism and
democracy in the political domain, state intervention in the economy, and diplomatic non-alignment
mitigated by pro-Soviet leanings after the 1960s. These features defined a distinct "Indian model," if not the
country's political identity.

From this starting point, Christophe Jaffrelot traces the transformation of India throughout the latter half of
the twentieth century, particularly the 1980s and 90s. The world's largest democracy has sustained itself by
embracing not only the vernacular politicians of linguistic states, but also Dalits and "Other Backward
Classes," or OBCs. The simultaneous—and related—rise of Hindu nationalism has put minorities—and
secularism—on the defensive. In many ways the rule of law has been placed on trial as well. The
liberalization of the economy has resulted in growth, yet not necessarily development, and India has acquired
a new global status, becoming an emerging power intent on political and economic partnerships with Asia
and the West. The traditional Nehruvian system is giving way to a less cohesive though more active India, a
country that has become what it is against all odds. Jaffrelot maps this tumultuous journey, exploring the role
of religion, caste, and politics in determining the fabric of a modern democratic state.
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From reader reviews:

Robert Stratton:

Have you spare time to get a day? What do you do when you have far more or little spare time? Sure, you
can choose the suitable activity to get spend your time. Any person spent their very own spare time to take a
go walking, shopping, or went to often the Mall. How about open or even read a book called Religion, Caste,
and Politics in India (Columbia/Hurst)? Maybe it is for being best activity for you. You understand beside
you can spend your time with the favorite's book, you can wiser than before. Do you agree with its opinion
or you have additional opinion?

Edward Strode:

As people who live in typically the modest era should be up-date about what going on or info even
knowledge to make these people keep up with the era which can be always change and make progress. Some
of you maybe will probably update themselves by reading books. It is a good choice for you but the
problems coming to you actually is you don't know what one you should start with. This Religion, Caste, and
Politics in India (Columbia/Hurst) is our recommendation to make you keep up with the world. Why,
because this book serves what you want and want in this era.

Wilfred Walker:

Do you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt when you are in the book store? Make an
effort to pick one book that you never know the inside because don't assess book by its handle may doesn't
work is difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not since fantastic as in the outside
appearance likes. Maybe you answer is usually Religion, Caste, and Politics in India (Columbia/Hurst) why
because the excellent cover that make you consider in regards to the content will not disappoint you actually.
The inside or content will be fantastic as the outside or perhaps cover. Your reading sixth sense will directly
show you to pick up this book.

William Johnson:

Publication is one of source of know-how. We can add our information from it. Not only for students and
also native or citizen will need book to know the update information of year in order to year. As we know
those publications have many advantages. Beside all of us add our knowledge, can bring us to around the
world. By book Religion, Caste, and Politics in India (Columbia/Hurst) we can consider more advantage.
Don't someone to be creative people? For being creative person must like to read a book. Merely choose the
best book that appropriate with your aim. Don't possibly be doubt to change your life by this book Religion,
Caste, and Politics in India (Columbia/Hurst). You can more appealing than now.
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