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A lively exploration of the struggles faced by women in law enforcement and mystery fiction for the
past 175 years

In 1910, Alice Wells took the oath to join the all-male Los Angeles Police Department. She wore no
uniform, carried no weapon, and kept her badge stuffed in her pocketbook. She wasn’t the first or only
policewoman, but she became the movement’s most visible voice.

Police work from its very beginning was considered a male domain, far too dangerous and rough for a
respectable woman to even contemplate doing, much less take on as a profession. A policewoman worked
outside the home, walking dangerous city streets late at night to confront burglars, drunks, scam artists, and
prostitutes. To solve crimes, she observed, collected evidence, and used reason and logic—traits typically
associated with men. And most controversially of all, she had a purpose separate from her husband, children,
and home. Women who donned the badge faced harassment and discrimination. It would take more than
seventy years for women to enter the force as full-fledged officers.

Yet within the covers of popular fiction, women not only wrote mysteries but also created female characters
that handily solved crimes. Smart, independent, and courageous, these nineteenth- and early twentieth-
century female sleuths (including a healthy number created by male writers) set the stage for Agatha
Christie’s Miss Marple, Sara Paretsky’s V. I. Warshawski, Patricia Cornwell’s Kay Scarpetta, and Sue
Grafton’s Kinsey Millhone, as well as TV detectives such as Prime Suspect’s Jane Tennison and Law and
Order’s Olivia Benson. The authors were not amateurs dabbling in detection but professional writers who
helped define the genre and competed with men, often to greater success.

Pistols and Petticoats tells the story of women’s very early place in crime fiction and their public crusade to
transform policing. Whether real or fictional, investigating women were nearly always at odds with society.
Most women refused to let that stop them, paving the way to a modern professional life for women on the
force and in popular culture.
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From reader reviews:

Michael Proctor:

In this 21st hundred years, people become competitive in every way. By being competitive now, people have
do something to make these survives, being in the middle of typically the crowded place and notice through
surrounding. One thing that often many people have underestimated it for a while is reading. Yes, by reading
a book your ability to survive raise then having chance to stay than other is high. For you who want to start
reading a book, we give you this specific Pistols and Petticoats: 175 Years of Lady Detectives in Fact and
Fiction book as basic and daily reading book. Why, because this book is more than just a book.

Christopher Larsen:

This Pistols and Petticoats: 175 Years of Lady Detectives in Fact and Fiction is great publication for you
because the content which can be full of information for you who else always deal with world and possess to
make decision every minute. This book reveal it data accurately using great coordinate word or we can claim
no rambling sentences in it. So if you are read that hurriedly you can have whole info in it. Doesn't mean it
only provides straight forward sentences but hard core information with wonderful delivering sentences.
Having Pistols and Petticoats: 175 Years of Lady Detectives in Fact and Fiction in your hand like getting the
world in your arm, data in it is not ridiculous a single. We can say that no guide that offer you world within
ten or fifteen minute right but this e-book already do that. So , it is good reading book. Hello Mr. and Mrs.
stressful do you still doubt in which?

Helen Albertson:

This Pistols and Petticoats: 175 Years of Lady Detectives in Fact and Fiction is new way for you who has
fascination to look for some information mainly because it relief your hunger associated with. Getting deeper
you upon it getting knowledge more you know otherwise you who still having tiny amount of digest in
reading this Pistols and Petticoats: 175 Years of Lady Detectives in Fact and Fiction can be the light food for
yourself because the information inside this specific book is easy to get by simply anyone. These books
acquire itself in the form which can be reachable by anyone, that's why I mean in the e-book application
form. People who think that in book form make them feel sleepy even dizzy this e-book is the answer. So
there is no in reading a reserve especially this one. You can find what you are looking for. It should be here
for you actually. So , don't miss that! Just read this e-book variety for your better life in addition to
knowledge.

Willa Killeen:

As we know that book is essential thing to add our understanding for everything. By a reserve we can know
everything we would like. A book is a pair of written, printed, illustrated or blank sheet. Every year was
exactly added. This reserve Pistols and Petticoats: 175 Years of Lady Detectives in Fact and Fiction was
filled regarding science. Spend your free time to add your knowledge about your science competence. Some



people has various feel when they reading some sort of book. If you know how big benefit of a book, you
can sense enjoy to read a guide. In the modern era like now, many ways to get book that you simply wanted.
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