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It is commonplace that postmodern thought has problematized the concept of the self. This poses a
particularly sharp problem for Christian theologians, for whom the idea of the person as a Christian self must
be central. In this book John Meech addresses this problem by means of a theological hermeneutics that
brings together cutting edge scholarship in biblical interpretation and constructive theology. The book
comprises three major parts. In the first, Meech reflects on St. Paul's construal of Christian identity in light of
what has become known as the "new paradigm" in Pauline studies. This movement, identified with N.T.
Wright, James Dunn, and Terence Donaldson, stresses the communal aspects of Paul's thought and his
narrative understanding of the self. In the second part, Meech offers a pivotal analysis of Rudolf Bultmann's
phenomenology of the self and its impact on his demythologizing interpretation of Paul's writings. In the
third part, Meech engages Paul Ricoeur's late work, Oneself as Another, as a guide to the postmodern
problem of selfhood and as a heuristic resource for interpreting Paul's writings. He does not restrict himself
to a textual treatment of Ricoeur's work on selfhood and narrative, nor does he stop at an abstract reflection
on its significance for theology. Instead he explores in considerable detail the contributions and implications
of Ricoeur's later writings for biblical hermeneutics and theology. Investigating the unthematized hints about
community presupposed in Ricoeur's work, Meech reconfigures his ontology of the self as an ontology of the
self in community. Finally, he correlates Paul's communal understanding of the "I" with this ontology,
articulating a self that is constituted in community but not reduced to a mere locus of community. He argues
that the community posited in his study can be understood as the community of the living and dead in Christ.
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From reader reviews:

Patricia Clay:

Here thing why that Paul in Israel's Story: Self and Community at the Cross (AAR Academy Series) are
different and trustworthy to be yours. First of all reading a book is good but it depends in the content from it
which is the content is as tasty as food or not. Paul in Israel's Story: Self and Community at the Cross (AAR
Academy Series) giving you information deeper since different ways, you can find any publication out there
but there is no reserve that similar with Paul in Israel's Story: Self and Community at the Cross (AAR
Academy Series). It gives you thrill studying journey, its open up your own personal eyes about the thing in
which happened in the world which is might be can be happened around you. It is possible to bring
everywhere like in park, café, or even in your approach home by train. If you are having difficulties in
bringing the published book maybe the form of Paul in Israel's Story: Self and Community at the Cross
(AAR Academy Series) in e-book can be your alternate.

Blanche Dobos:

This Paul in Israel's Story: Self and Community at the Cross (AAR Academy Series) is great publication for
you because the content which can be full of information for you who have always deal with world and have
to make decision every minute. This particular book reveal it facts accurately using great organize word or
we can state no rambling sentences within it. So if you are read it hurriedly you can have whole facts in it.
Doesn't mean it only provides you with straight forward sentences but tricky core information with splendid
delivering sentences. Having Paul in Israel's Story: Self and Community at the Cross (AAR Academy Series)
in your hand like finding the world in your arm, facts in it is not ridiculous just one. We can say that no
reserve that offer you world throughout ten or fifteen second right but this reserve already do that. So , it is
good reading book. Hello Mr. and Mrs. active do you still doubt this?

Isidro Wells:

You can find this Paul in Israel's Story: Self and Community at the Cross (AAR Academy Series) by check
out the bookstore or Mall. Just simply viewing or reviewing it might to be your solve difficulty if you get
difficulties for ones knowledge. Kinds of this reserve are various. Not only by simply written or printed but
also can you enjoy this book by simply e-book. In the modern era such as now, you just looking because of
your mobile phone and searching what their problem. Right now, choose your own personal ways to get
more information about your guide. It is most important to arrange yourself to make your knowledge are still
update. Let's try to choose correct ways for you.

Quentin Taylor:

As a college student exactly feel bored for you to reading. If their teacher asked them to go to the library or
to make summary for some book, they are complained. Just very little students that has reading's internal or
real their leisure activity. They just do what the trainer want, like asked to go to the library. They go to



presently there but nothing reading significantly. Any students feel that reading through is not important,
boring and can't see colorful images on there. Yeah, it is being complicated. Book is very important for
yourself. As we know that on this time, many ways to get whatever we wish. Likewise word says, ways to
reach Chinese's country. Therefore , this Paul in Israel's Story: Self and Community at the Cross (AAR
Academy Series) can make you experience more interested to read.
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