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Madness is something that frightens and fascinates us all. It is a word with which we are universally familiar,
and a condition that haunts the human imagination. Through the centuries, in poetry and in prose, in drama
and in the visual arts, its depredations are on display for all to see. A whole industry has grown up, devoted
to its management and suppression. Madness profoundly disturbs our common sense assumptions; threatens
the social order, both symbolically
and practically; creates almost unbearable disruptions in the texture of daily living; and turns our experience
and our expectations upside down. Lunacy, insanity, psychosis, mental illness - whatever term we prefer, its
referents are disturbances of reason, the passions, and human action that
frighten, create chaos, and yet sometimes amuse; that mark a gulf between the common sense reality most of
us embrace, and the discordant version some humans appear to experience.

Social responses to madness, our interpretations of what madness is, and our notions of what is to be done
about it have varied remarkably over the centuries. In this Very Short Introduction, Andrew Scull provides a
provocative and entertaining examination of the social, cultural, medical, and artistic responses to mental
disturbance across more than two millennia, concluding with some observations on the contemporary
accounts of mental illness.

ABOUT THE SERIES: The Very Short Introductions series from Oxford University Press contains hundreds
of titles in almost every subject area. These pocket-sized books are the perfect way to get ahead in a new
subject quickly. Our expert authors combine facts, analysis, perspective, new ideas, and enthusiasm to make
interesting and challenging topics highly readable.
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From reader reviews:

Jessica Keith:

What do you with regards to book? It is not important to you? Or just adding material when you really need
something to explain what your own problem? How about your extra time? Or are you busy individual? If
you don't have spare time to accomplish others business, it is make one feel bored faster. And you have spare
time? What did you do? Every individual has many questions above. They need to answer that question
mainly because just their can do that will. It said that about publication. Book is familiar on every person.
Yes, it is right. Because start from on pre-school until university need that Madness: A Very Short
Introduction (Very Short Introductions) to read.

Angel Sutton:

This Madness: A Very Short Introduction (Very Short Introductions) usually are reliable for you who want
to certainly be a successful person, why. The explanation of this Madness: A Very Short Introduction (Very
Short Introductions) can be on the list of great books you must have is definitely giving you more than just
simple studying food but feed a person with information that might be will shock your prior knowledge. This
book is usually handy, you can bring it just about everywhere and whenever your conditions throughout the
e-book and printed versions. Beside that this Madness: A Very Short Introduction (Very Short Introductions)
giving you an enormous of experience for example rich vocabulary, giving you test of critical thinking that
we understand it useful in your day task. So , let's have it and luxuriate in reading.

John Casteel:

A lot of people always spent their free time to vacation or even go to the outside with them household or
their friend. Do you know? Many a lot of people spent these people free time just watching TV, or playing
video games all day long. If you would like try to find a new activity honestly, that is look different you can
read a book. It is really fun for you. If you enjoy the book that you just read you can spent the whole day to
reading a guide. The book Madness: A Very Short Introduction (Very Short Introductions) it is very good to
read. There are a lot of people who recommended this book. These people were enjoying reading this book.
If you did not have enough space to develop this book you can buy often the e-book. You can m0ore
effortlessly to read this book out of your smart phone. The price is not to cover but this book provides high
quality.

Larry Turner:

Do you have something that you want such as book? The guide lovers usually prefer to opt for book like
comic, small story and the biggest some may be novel. Now, why not striving Madness: A Very Short
Introduction (Very Short Introductions) that give your pleasure preference will be satisfied by reading this
book. Reading routine all over the world can be said as the opportunity for people to know world
considerably better then how they react when it comes to the world. It can't be mentioned constantly that



reading habit only for the geeky man or woman but for all of you who wants to end up being success person.
So , for all you who want to start studying as your good habit, you could pick Madness: A Very Short
Introduction (Very Short Introductions) become your starter.
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