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In the sweltering summer of 1858 the stink of sewage from the polluted Thames was so offensive that it
drove Members of Parliament from the chamber of the House of Commons. Sewage generated by a
population of over two million Londoners was pouring into the river and was being carried to and fro by the
tides. The Times called the crisis "The Great Stink". Parliament had to act - drastic measures were required
to clean the Thames and to improve London's primitive system of sanitation. The great engineer entrusted by
Parliament with this enormous task was Sir Joseph Bazalgette, and this book is a fascinating account of his
life and work. Bazalgette's response to the challenge was to conceive and build the system of intercepting
sewers, pumping stations and treatment works that serves London to this day. In the process he cleansed the
River Thames of the capital's sewage and helped to banish cholera, which in the mid-nineteenth century
carried off over 40,000 Londoners. But this successful scheme was only one element in Bazalgette's wider
contribution to the development of the Victorian capital. He also reclaimed land from the Thames to
construct the Victoria, Albert and Chelsea Embankments, built bridges across the Thames at Putney,
Battersea and Hammersmith, and created many notable new thoroughfares including Charing Cross Road,
Northumberland Avenue and Shaftesbury Avenue. Stephen Halliday's enthralling social and personal history
gives a vivid insight into Bazalgette's achievements and the era in which he worked and lived. The author
traces the origins of Bazalgette's family in revolutionary France, the confusing sanitation system that he
inherited from medieval and Tudor times and his heroic battle with politicians, bureaucrats and huge
engineering problems to transform the face and health of the world's largest city.
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From reader reviews:

Gary Lopez:

As people who live in the modest era should be update about what going on or info even knowledge to make
these individuals keep up with the era and that is always change and move forward. Some of you maybe can
update themselves by reading books. It is a good choice to suit your needs but the problems coming to a
person is you don't know which one you should start with. This The Great Stink of London: Sir Joseph
Bazalgette and the Cleansing of the Victorian Metropolis is our recommendation to cause you to keep up
with the world. Why, as this book serves what you want and want in this era.

Denise Lee:

The book untitled The Great Stink of London: Sir Joseph Bazalgette and the Cleansing of the Victorian
Metropolis contain a lot of information on the item. The writer explains the woman idea with easy method.
The language is very clear to see all the people, so do definitely not worry, you can easy to read it. The book
was compiled by famous author. The author gives you in the new era of literary works. You can actually read
this book because you can read more your smart phone, or model, so you can read the book throughout
anywhere and anytime. If you want to buy the e-book, you can start their official web-site and order it. Have
a nice examine.

Samuel Potter:

A lot of guide has printed but it differs from the others. You can get it by web on social media. You can
choose the top book for you, science, comic, novel, or whatever by searching from it. It is identified as of
book The Great Stink of London: Sir Joseph Bazalgette and the Cleansing of the Victorian Metropolis. You
can include your knowledge by it. Without leaving behind the printed book, it can add your knowledge and
make you happier to read. It is most essential that, you must aware about e-book. It can bring you from one
destination to other place.

Carol Stripling:

Some individuals said that they feel bored when they reading a book. They are directly felt that when they
get a half elements of the book. You can choose typically the book The Great Stink of London: Sir Joseph
Bazalgette and the Cleansing of the Victorian Metropolis to make your own personal reading is interesting.
Your own skill of reading expertise is developing when you like reading. Try to choose straightforward book
to make you enjoy to see it and mingle the sensation about book and looking at especially. It is to be initially
opinion for you to like to start a book and study it. Beside that the publication The Great Stink of London:
Sir Joseph Bazalgette and the Cleansing of the Victorian Metropolis can to be your brand-new friend when
you're feel alone and confuse with what must you're doing of their time.
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