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"Since publication of the initial version of Plagues & Poxes in 1987, which had the optimistic subtitle "The
Rise and Fall of Epidemic Disease," the rise of new diseases such as AIDS and the deliberate modification
and weaponization of diseases such as anthrax have changed the way we perceive infectious disease.

With major modifications to deal with this new reality, the acclaimed author of Civil War Medicine:
Challenges and Triumphs has updated and revised this series of essays about changing disease patterns in
history and some of the key events and people involved in them. It deals with the history of major outbreaks
of disease - both infectious diseases such as plague and smallpox and noninfectious diseases - and shows
how they are in many cases caused inadvertently by human actions, including warfare, commercial travel,
social adaptations, and dietary modifications. To these must now be added discussion of the intentional
spreading of disease by acts of bioterrorism, and the history and knowledge of those diseases that are thought
to be potential candidates for intentional spread by bioterrorists.

Among the many topics discussed are:

How the spread of smallpox and measles among previously unexposed populations in the Americas, the●

introduction of malaria and yellow fever from Africa via the importation of slaves into the Western
hemisphere, and the importation of syphilis to Europe all are related to the modern interchange of diseases
such as AIDS.
How the ever-larger populations in the cities of Europe and North America gave rise to "crowd diseases"●

such as polio by permitting the existence of sufficient numbers of non-immune people in sufficient
numbers to keep the diseases from dying out. How the domestication of animals allowed diseases of
animals to affect humans, or perhaps become genetically modified to become epidemic human diseases.
Why the concept of deficiency diseases was not understood before the early twentieth century disease, after●

all, was the presence of something abnormal, how could it be due to the absence of something? In fact, the
first epidemic disease in human history probably was iron deficiency anemia.
How changes in the availability and nature of specific foods have affected the size of population groups●

and their health throughout history. The introduction of potatoes to Ireland and corn to Europe, and the
relationship between the modern technique of rice milling and beriberi, all illustrate the fragile nutritional
state that results when any single vegetable crop is the main source of food.
Why biological warfare is not a new phenomenon. There have been attempts to intentionally cause●

epidemic disease almost since the dawn of recorded history, including the contamination of wells and other
water sources of armies and civilian populations of course, the spread of smallpox to Native Americans
during the French and Indian War is known to every schoolchild. With our increased technology, it is not
surprising that we now have to deal with problems such as weaponized spores of anthrax.
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From reader reviews:

Troy Ethridge:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important behave, like
looking for your favorite book and reading a guide. Beside you can solve your trouble; you can add your
knowledge by the e-book entitled Plagues & Poxes. Try to stumble through book Plagues & Poxes as your
pal. It means that it can for being your friend when you sense alone and beside associated with course make
you smarter than in the past. Yeah, it is very fortuned for you. The book makes you far more confidence
because you can know every little thing by the book. So , let us make new experience and also knowledge
with this book.

Lenore Ryan:

Reading a e-book can be one of a lot of task that everyone in the world enjoys. Do you like reading book
consequently. There are a lot of reasons why people love it. First reading a reserve will give you a lot of new
data. When you read a e-book you will get new information simply because book is one of many ways to
share the information or maybe their idea. Second, reading a book will make you actually more imaginative.
When you examining a book especially fiction book the author will bring someone to imagine the story how
the characters do it anything. Third, you may share your knowledge to other people. When you read this
Plagues & Poxes, it is possible to tells your family, friends and soon about yours e-book. Your knowledge
can inspire the others, make them reading a publication.

Lawrence Hurst:

People live in this new moment of lifestyle always try to and must have the extra time or they will get wide
range of stress from both way of life and work. So , whenever we ask do people have spare time, we will say
absolutely indeed. People is human not only a robot. Then we ask again, what kind of activity do you possess
when the spare time coming to an individual of course your answer will certainly unlimited right. Then ever
try this one, reading textbooks. It can be your alternative with spending your spare time, the particular book
you have read is usually Plagues & Poxes.

Michelle Seidl:

In this particular era which is the greater man or woman or who has ability in doing something more are
more valuable than other. Do you want to become among it? It is just simple approach to have that. What
you must do is just spending your time not very much but quite enough to enjoy a look at some books. One
of several books in the top collection in your reading list is usually Plagues & Poxes. This book which is
qualified as The Hungry Hills can get you closer in becoming precious person. By looking upward and
review this guide you can get many advantages.
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