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Unlike other barnyard animals, which pull plows, give eggs or milk, or grow wool, a pig produces only one
thing: meat. Incredibly efficient at converting almost any organic matter into nourishing, delectable protein,
swine are nothing short of a gastronomic godsend—yet their flesh is banned in many cultures, and the
animals themselves are maligned as filthy, lazy brutes.

As historian Mark Essig reveals in Lesser Beasts, swine have such a bad reputation for precisely the same
reasons they are so valuable as a source of food: they are intelligent, self-sufficient, and omnivorous. What’s
more, he argues, we ignore our historic partnership with these astonishing animals at our peril. Tracing the
interplay of pig biology and human culture from Neolithic villages 10,000 years ago to modern industrial
farms, Essig blends culinary and natural history to demonstrate the vast importance of the pig and the
tragedy of its modern treatment at the hands of humans. Pork, Essig explains, has long been a staple of the
human diet, prized in societies from Ancient Rome to dynastic China to the contemporary American South.
Yet pigs’ ability to track down and eat a wide range of substances (some of them distinctly unpalatable to
humans) and convert them into edible meat has also led people throughout history to demonize the entire
species as craven and unclean. Today’s unconscionable system of factory farming, Essig explains, is only the
latest instance of humans taking pigs for granted, and the most recent evidence of how both pigs and people
suffer when our symbiotic relationship falls out of balance.

An expansive, illuminating history of one of our most vital yet unsung food animals, Lesser Beasts turns a
spotlight on the humble creature that, perhaps more than any other, has been a mainstay of civilization since
its very beginnings—whether we like it or not.
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From reader reviews:

Tim Walton:

The guide with title Lesser Beasts: A Snout-to-Tail History of the Humble Pig has a lot of information that
you can learn it. You can get a lot of gain after read this book. This kind of book exist new understanding the
information that exist in this publication represented the condition of the world currently. That is important
to yo7u to find out how the improvement of the world. This book will bring you in new era of the
syndication. You can read the e-book in your smart phone, so you can read this anywhere you want.

Mildred Ralph:

As we know that book is important thing to add our know-how for everything. By a publication we can know
everything we would like. A book is a group of written, printed, illustrated or even blank sheet. Every year
seemed to be exactly added. This book Lesser Beasts: A Snout-to-Tail History of the Humble Pig was filled
about science. Spend your time to add your knowledge about your research competence. Some people has
distinct feel when they reading a new book. If you know how big selling point of a book, you can sense
enjoy to read a book. In the modern era like right now, many ways to get book that you wanted.

Scott Padilla:

A lot of guide has printed but it differs from the others. You can get it by web on social media. You can
choose the most beneficial book for you, science, witty, novel, or whatever by searching from it. It is referred
to as of book Lesser Beasts: A Snout-to-Tail History of the Humble Pig. You can add your knowledge by it.
Without leaving the printed book, it might add your knowledge and make you actually happier to read. It is
most crucial that, you must aware about book. It can bring you from one location to other place.

Brett Nash:

Book is one of source of know-how. We can add our expertise from it. Not only for students but additionally
native or citizen want book to know the up-date information of year to year. As we know those ebooks have
many advantages. Beside many of us add our knowledge, could also bring us to around the world. Through
the book Lesser Beasts: A Snout-to-Tail History of the Humble Pig we can acquire more advantage. Don't
that you be creative people? For being creative person must like to read a book. Just choose the best book
that ideal with your aim. Don't always be doubt to change your life by this book Lesser Beasts: A Snout-to-
Tail History of the Humble Pig. You can more pleasing than now.
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