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America's Prophets: How Judicial Activism Makes America Great fills a major void in the popular literature
by providing a thorough definition and historical account of judicial activism and by arguing that it is a
method of prophetic adjudication which is essential to preserving American values. Dow confounds the
allegation of the Christian right that judicial activism is legally and morally unsound by tracing the roots of
American judicial activism to the methods of legal and moral interpretation developed by the prophets of the
Hebrew Bible. He claims that Isaiah, Amos, and Jesus are archetypal activist judges and, conversely, that
modern activist judges are America's prophets. Dow argues that judicial restraint is a priestly method of
adjudication and that it, not judicial activism, is the legally and morally unsound method.

Race and gender discrimination, separation of church and state, privacy rights, and same-sex marriage are all
issues that have divided our nation and required judicial intervention. Every time the courts address a hot-
button issue and strike down entrenched bias or bigotry, critics accuse the justices of being judicial activists,
whose decisions promote their personal biases and flout constitutional principles. This term, despite its
widespread currency as a pejorative, has never been rigorously defined. Critics of judicial activism properly
point out that when judges overturn laws that enforce popular norms they thwart the will of the majority. But
Dow argues that so-called activist judges uphold two other American legal values that are as deeply
embedded in American legal culture as majoritarianism: liberty and equality. He challenges the notion that
judicial activism is unprincipled, and he provides a vocabulary and historical context for defending
progressive decisions.
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From reader reviews:

William Harris:

The particular book America's Prophets: How Judicial Activism Makes America Great will bring one to the
new experience of reading the book. The author style to explain the idea is very unique. If you try to find
new book to see, this book very acceptable to you. The book America's Prophets: How Judicial Activism
Makes America Great is much recommended to you to study. You can also get the e-book through the
official web site, so you can more readily to read the book.

David Paras:

Typically the book America's Prophets: How Judicial Activism Makes America Great has a lot of knowledge
on it. So when you check out this book you can get a lot of help. The book was published by the very famous
author. Tom makes some research just before write this book. This book very easy to read you can find the
point easily after looking over this book.

Kelly Jackson:

Do you have something that you enjoy such as book? The book lovers usually prefer to pick book like
comic, small story and the biggest an example may be novel. Now, why not hoping America's Prophets:
How Judicial Activism Makes America Great that give your fun preference will be satisfied by means of
reading this book. Reading routine all over the world can be said as the opportunity for people to know world
much better then how they react when it comes to the world. It can't be mentioned constantly that reading
habit only for the geeky particular person but for all of you who wants to be success person. So , for all of
you who want to start looking at as your good habit, you are able to pick America's Prophets: How Judicial
Activism Makes America Great become your personal starter.

Joseph Levis:

You are able to spend your free time to learn this book this e-book. This America's Prophets: How Judicial
Activism Makes America Great is simple bringing you can read it in the playground, in the beach, train
along with soon. If you did not have much space to bring typically the printed book, you can buy typically
the e-book. It is make you easier to read it. You can save the particular book in your smart phone.
Consequently there are a lot of benefits that you will get when one buys this book.
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