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Deftly melding ethnography, cultural history, literary criticism, and autobiographical reflection, A Feeling
for Books is at once an engaging study of the Book-of-the-Month Club's influential role as a cultural
institution and a profoundly personal meditation about the experience of reading. Janice Radway traces the
history of the famous mail-order book club from its controversial founding in 1926 through its evolution into
an enterprise uniquely successful in blending commerce and culture. Framing her historical narrative with
writing of a more personal sort, Radway reflects on the contemporary role of the Book-of-the-Month Club in
American cultural history and in her own life. Her detailed account of the standards and practices employed
by the club's in-house editors is also an absorbing story of her interactions with those editors. Examining her
experiences as a fourteen-year-old reader of the club's selections and, later, as a professor of literature, she
offers a series of rigorously analytical yet deeply personal readings of such beloved novels as Marjorie
Morningstar and To Kill a Mockingbird. Rich and rewarding, this book will captivate and delight anyone
who is interested in the history of books and in the personal and transformative experience of reading.
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From reader reviews:

Linda King:

Information is provisions for anyone to get better life, information today can get by anyone with everywhere.
The information can be a information or any news even an issue. What people must be consider when those
information which is inside the former life are challenging to be find than now's taking seriously which one
is appropriate to believe or which one often the resource are convinced. If you receive the unstable resource
then you get it as your main information we will see huge disadvantage for you. All those possibilities will
not happen within you if you take A Feeling for Books: The Book-of-the-Month Club, Literary Taste, and
Middle-Class Desire as your daily resource information.

Mae Marks:

You can spend your free time to see this book this guide. This A Feeling for Books: The Book-of-the-Month
Club, Literary Taste, and Middle-Class Desire is simple to deliver you can read it in the recreation area, in
the beach, train and soon. If you did not get much space to bring the printed book, you can buy often the e-
book. It is make you quicker to read it. You can save often the book in your smart phone. So there are a lot of
benefits that you will get when one buys this book.

Joshua Yoshida:

Beside this particular A Feeling for Books: The Book-of-the-Month Club, Literary Taste, and Middle-Class
Desire in your phone, it could possibly give you a way to get more close to the new knowledge or
information. The information and the knowledge you may got here is fresh through the oven so don't become
worry if you feel like an older people live in narrow village. It is good thing to have A Feeling for Books:
The Book-of-the-Month Club, Literary Taste, and Middle-Class Desire because this book offers to you
readable information. Do you sometimes have book but you would not get what it's all about. Oh come on,
that will not end up to happen if you have this inside your hand. The Enjoyable blend here cannot be
questionable, like treasuring beautiful island. So do you still want to miss this? Find this book and read it
from currently!

Jimmy Miller:

Is it anyone who having spare time subsequently spend it whole day by means of watching television
programs or just lying on the bed? Do you need something new? This A Feeling for Books: The Book-of-
the-Month Club, Literary Taste, and Middle-Class Desire can be the response, oh how comes? The new book
you know. You are thus out of date, spending your spare time by reading in this brand new era is common
not a nerd activity. So what these books have than the others?
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