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Women physicians in nineteenth-century America faced a unique challenge in gaining acceptance to the
medical field as it began its transformation into a professional institution. The profession had begun to
increasingly insist on masculine traits as signs of competency. Not only were these traits inaccessible to
women according to nineteenth-century gender ideology, but showing competence as a medical professional
was not enough. Whether women could or should be physicians hinged mostly on maintaining their
femininity while displaying the newly established standard traits of successful practitioners of medicine.

Women Physicians and Professional Ethos provides a unique example of how women influenced both
popular and medical discourse. This volume is especially notable because it considers the work of African
American and American Indian women professionals. Drawing on a range of books, articles, and speeches,
Carolyn Skinner analyzes the rhetorical practices of nineteenth-century American women physicians. She
redefines ethos in a way that reflects the persuasive efforts of women who claimed the authority and
expertise of the physician with great difficulty.

Descriptions of ethos have traditionally been based on masculine communication and behavior, leaving
women’s rhetorical situations largely unaccounted for. Skinner’s feminist model considers the constraints
imposed by material resources and social position, the reciprocity between speaker and audience, the effect
of one rhetor’s choices on the options available to others, the connections between ethos and genre, the
potential for ethos to be developed and used collectively by similarly situated people, and the role ethos
plays in promoting social change. Extending recent theorizations of ethos as a spatial, ecological, and
potentially communal concept, Skinneridentifies nineteenth-century women physicians’ rhetorical strategies
and outlines a feminist model of ethos that gives readers a more nuanced understanding of how this mode of
persuasion operates for all speakers and writers.
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From reader reviews:

Anthony Youngblood:

Do you considered one of people who can't read pleasant if the sentence chained from the straightway, hold
on guys this particular aren't like that. This Women Physicians and Professional Ethos in Nineteenth-Century
America (Studies in Rhetorics and Feminisms) book is readable by simply you who hate those straight word
style. You will find the data here are arrange for enjoyable reading through experience without leaving
actually decrease the knowledge that want to offer to you. The writer associated with Women Physicians and
Professional Ethos in Nineteenth-Century America (Studies in Rhetorics and Feminisms) content conveys
objective easily to understand by lots of people. The printed and e-book are not different in the information
but it just different in the form of it. So , do you even now thinking Women Physicians and Professional
Ethos in Nineteenth-Century America (Studies in Rhetorics and Feminisms) is not loveable to be your top
listing reading book?

Mary Kerr:

Would you one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt while you are in the book store? Attempt
to pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't determine book by its include may doesn't
work at this point is difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not because fantastic as in the
outside seem likes. Maybe you answer may be Women Physicians and Professional Ethos in Nineteenth-
Century America (Studies in Rhetorics and Feminisms) why because the amazing cover that make you
consider regarding the content will not disappoint you actually. The inside or content is usually fantastic as
the outside or even cover. Your reading sixth sense will directly direct you to pick up this book.

Gary Campbell:

Do you like reading a guide? Confuse to looking for your selected book? Or your book had been rare? Why
so many issue for the book? But virtually any people feel that they enjoy for reading. Some people likes
looking at, not only science book but in addition novel and Women Physicians and Professional Ethos in
Nineteenth-Century America (Studies in Rhetorics and Feminisms) as well as others sources were given
expertise for you. After you know how the good a book, you feel need to read more and more. Science book
was created for teacher as well as students especially. Those publications are helping them to include their
knowledge. In different case, beside science guide, any other book likes Women Physicians and Professional
Ethos in Nineteenth-Century America (Studies in Rhetorics and Feminisms) to make your spare time a lot
more colorful. Many types of book like this.

Janice Hayes:

Many people said that they feel uninterested when they reading a book. They are directly felt the idea when
they get a half elements of the book. You can choose the actual book Women Physicians and Professional
Ethos in Nineteenth-Century America (Studies in Rhetorics and Feminisms) to make your own personal



reading is interesting. Your own skill of reading proficiency is developing when you including reading. Try
to choose very simple book to make you enjoy to study it and mingle the idea about book and reading
through especially. It is to be initial opinion for you to like to start a book and learn it. Beside that the book
Women Physicians and Professional Ethos in Nineteenth-Century America (Studies in Rhetorics and
Feminisms) can to be your brand new friend when you're feel alone and confuse using what must you're
doing of these time.
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