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An undocumented immigrant’s journey from a New York City homeless shelter to the top of his
Princeton class

Dan-el Padilla Peralta has lived the American dream. As a boy, he came here legally with his family.
Together they left Santo Domingo behind, but life in New York City was harder than they imagined. Their
visas lapsed, and Dan-el’s father returned home. But Dan-el’s courageous mother was determined to make a
better life for her bright sons.

Without papers, she faced tremendous obstacles. While Dan-el was only in grade school, the family joined
the ranks of the city’s homeless. Dan-el, his mother, and brother lived in a downtown shelter where Dan-el’s
only refuge was the meager library. There he met Jeff, a young volunteer from a wealthy family. Jeff was
immediately struck by Dan-el’s passion for books and learning. With Jeff’s help, Dan-el was accepted on
scholarship to Collegiate, the oldest private school in the country.

There, Dan-el thrived. Throughout his youth, Dan-el navigated these two worlds: the rough streets of East
Harlem, where he lived with his brother and his mother and tried to make friends, and the ultra-elite halls of
a Manhattan private school, where he could immerse himself in a world of books and where he soon rose to
the top of his class.

From Collegiate, Dan-el went to Princeton, where he thrived, and where he made the momentous decision to
come out as an undocumented student in a Wall Street Journal profile a few months before he gave the
salutatorian’s traditional address in Latin at his commencement.

Undocumented is a classic story of the triumph of the human spirit. It also is the perfect cri de coeur for the
debate on comprehensive immigration reform.

Praise for Undocumented

“Dan-el Padilla Peralta’s story is as compulsively readable as a novel, an all-American tall tale that just
happens to be true. From homeless shelter to Princeton, Oxford, and Stanford, through the grace not only of
his own hard work but his mother’s discipline and care, he documents the America we should still aspire to
be.” —Dr. Anne-Marie Slaughter, President of the New America Foundation
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From reader reviews:

Anna Maples:

Have you spare time for just a day? What do you do when you have far more or little spare time? Yep, you
can choose the suitable activity with regard to spend your time. Any person spent all their spare time to take
a move, shopping, or went to the Mall. How about open or perhaps read a book allowed Undocumented: A
Dominican Boy's Odyssey from a Homeless Shelter to the Ivy League? Maybe it is for being best activity for
you. You already know beside you can spend your time along with your favorite's book, you can smarter
than before. Do you agree with the opinion or you have various other opinion?

Clarence Duncan:

The reserve untitled Undocumented: A Dominican Boy's Odyssey from a Homeless Shelter to the Ivy
League is the e-book that recommended to you to see. You can see the quality of the book content that will
be shown to anyone. The language that article author use to explained their way of doing something is easily
to understand. The copy writer was did a lot of research when write the book, so the information that they
share for your requirements is absolutely accurate. You also will get the e-book of Undocumented: A
Dominican Boy's Odyssey from a Homeless Shelter to the Ivy League from the publisher to make you a lot
more enjoy free time.

Tom Salgado:

Do you like reading a reserve? Confuse to looking for your best book? Or your book seemed to be rare? Why
so many issue for the book? But almost any people feel that they enjoy for reading. Some people likes
looking at, not only science book but novel and Undocumented: A Dominican Boy's Odyssey from a
Homeless Shelter to the Ivy League or even others sources were given information for you. After you know
how the great a book, you feel want to read more and more. Science book was created for teacher or students
especially. Those textbooks are helping them to put their knowledge. In various other case, beside science
reserve, any other book likes Undocumented: A Dominican Boy's Odyssey from a Homeless Shelter to the
Ivy League to make your spare time far more colorful. Many types of book like this one.

Kelly Edge:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that will question when you got pupils? We believe that that issue was
given by teacher for their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every person has different hobby. And also you
know that little person like reading or as studying become their hobby. You have to know that reading is
very important along with book as to be the factor. Book is important thing to add you knowledge, except
your current teacher or lecturer. You see good news or update in relation to something by book. Amount
types of books that can you take to be your object. One of them are these claims Undocumented: A
Dominican Boy's Odyssey from a Homeless Shelter to the Ivy League.
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