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Americans today “know” that a majority of the population supports the death penalty, that half of all
marriages end in divorce, and that four out of five prefer a particular brand of toothpaste. Through statistics
like these, we feel that we understand our fellow citizens. But remarkably, such data—now woven into our
social fabric—became common currency only in the last century. Sarah Igo tells the story, for the first time,
of how opinion polls, man-in-the-street interviews, sex surveys, community studies, and consumer research
transformed the United States public.

Igo argues that modern surveys, from the Middletown studies to the Gallup Poll and the Kinsey Reports,
projected new visions of the nation: authoritative accounts of majorities and minorities, the mainstream and
the marginal. They also infiltrated the lives of those who opened their doors to pollsters, or measured their
habits and beliefs against statistics culled from strangers. Survey data underwrote categories as abstract as
“the average American” and as intimate as the sexual self.

With a bold and sophisticated analysis, Igo demonstrates the power of scientific surveys to shape Americans’
sense of themselves as individuals, members of communities, and citizens of a nation. Tracing how ordinary
people argued about and adapted to a public awash in aggregate data, she reveals how survey techniques and
findings became the vocabulary of mass society—and essential to understanding who we, as modern
Americans, think we are.
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From reader reviews:

Belia Gillespie:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important behave, like
looking for your favorite book and reading a guide. Beside you can solve your condition; you can add your
knowledge by the publication entitled The Averaged American: Surveys, Citizens, and the Making of a Mass
Public. Try to make the book The Averaged American: Surveys, Citizens, and the Making of a Mass Public
as your good friend. It means that it can being your friend when you truly feel alone and beside regarding
course make you smarter than before. Yeah, it is very fortuned for yourself. The book makes you far more
confidence because you can know everything by the book. So , let's make new experience in addition to
knowledge with this book.

Theresa Gayle:

Here thing why this specific The Averaged American: Surveys, Citizens, and the Making of a Mass Public
are different and trustworthy to be yours. First of all looking at a book is good nevertheless it depends in the
content from it which is the content is as delicious as food or not. The Averaged American: Surveys,
Citizens, and the Making of a Mass Public giving you information deeper and different ways, you can find
any publication out there but there is no e-book that similar with The Averaged American: Surveys, Citizens,
and the Making of a Mass Public. It gives you thrill examining journey, its open up your own eyes about the
thing that happened in the world which is perhaps can be happened around you. It is possible to bring
everywhere like in playground, café, or even in your means home by train. When you are having difficulties
in bringing the published book maybe the form of The Averaged American: Surveys, Citizens, and the
Making of a Mass Public in e-book can be your option.

Richard Ortega:

The book untitled The Averaged American: Surveys, Citizens, and the Making of a Mass Public contain a lot
of information on the item. The writer explains the girl idea with easy technique. The language is very easy
to understand all the people, so do not worry, you can easy to read this. The book was published by famous
author. The author brings you in the new period of time of literary works. It is possible to read this book
because you can keep reading your smart phone, or model, so you can read the book throughout anywhere
and anytime. If you want to buy the e-book, you can open up their official web-site as well as order it. Have
a nice study.

Dawn Fernandez:

Don't be worry for anyone who is afraid that this book will filled the space in your house, you could have it
in e-book approach, more simple and reachable. This specific The Averaged American: Surveys, Citizens,
and the Making of a Mass Public can give you a lot of friends because by you checking out this one book
you have point that they don't and make you actually more like an interesting person. This kind of book can



be one of one step for you to get success. This e-book offer you information that maybe your friend doesn't
realize, by knowing more than other make you to be great folks. So , why hesitate? Let us have The
Averaged American: Surveys, Citizens, and the Making of a Mass Public.
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