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A lightning rod for liberal and conservative opposition alike, affirmative action has proved one of the more
divisive issues in the United States over the past five decades. Dennis Deslippe here offers a thoughtful study
of early opposition to the nation's race- and gender-sensitive hiring and promotion programs in higher
education and the workplace. This story begins more than fifteen years before the 1978 landmark U.S.
Supreme Court case Regents of the University of California v. Bakke. Partisans attacked affirmative action
almost immediately after it first appeared in the 1960s. Liberals in the opposition movement played an
especially significant role. While not completely against the initiative, liberal opponents strove for "soft"
affirmative action (recruitment, financial aid, remedial programs) and against "hard" affirmative action
(numerical goals, quotas). In the process of balancing ideals of race and gender equality with competing
notions of colorblindness and meritocracy, they even borrowed the language of the civil rights era to make
far-reaching claims about equality, justice, and citizenship in their anti–affirmative action rhetoric. Deslippe
traces this conflict through compelling case studies of real people and real jobs. He asks what the
introduction of affirmative action meant to the careers and livelihoods of Seattle steelworkers, New York
asbestos handlers, St. Louis firemen, Detroit policemen, City University of New York academics, and
admissions counselors at the University of Washington Law School. Through their experiences, Deslippe
examines the diverse reactions to affirmative action, concluding that workers had legitimate grievances
against its hiring and promotion practices. In studying this phenomenon, Deslippe deepens our understanding
of American democracy and neoconservatism in the late twentieth century and shows how the liberals' often
contradictory positions of the 1960s and 1970s reflect the conflicted views about affirmative action many
Americans still hold today.
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From reader reviews:

Edward Knudsen:

The book Protesting Affirmative Action: The Struggle over Equality after the Civil Rights Revolution
(Reconfiguring American Political History) gives you the sense of being enjoy for your spare time. You need
to use to make your capable much more increase. Book can being your best friend when you getting tension
or having big problem together with your subject. If you can make reading through a book Protesting
Affirmative Action: The Struggle over Equality after the Civil Rights Revolution (Reconfiguring American
Political History) to become your habit, you can get far more advantages, like add your current capable,
increase your knowledge about a number of or all subjects. You can know everything if you like available
and read a book Protesting Affirmative Action: The Struggle over Equality after the Civil Rights Revolution
(Reconfiguring American Political History). Kinds of book are several. It means that, science publication or
encyclopedia or other folks. So , how do you think about this e-book?

Laura Enriquez:

As people who live in the modest era should be up-date about what going on or data even knowledge to
make these people keep up with the era and that is always change and advance. Some of you maybe will
update themselves by studying books. It is a good choice in your case but the problems coming to an
individual is you don't know which one you should start with. This Protesting Affirmative Action: The
Struggle over Equality after the Civil Rights Revolution (Reconfiguring American Political History) is our
recommendation to make you keep up with the world. Why, because this book serves what you want and
need in this era.

Mark Garcia:

Reading can called head hangout, why? Because if you find yourself reading a book particularly book
entitled Protesting Affirmative Action: The Struggle over Equality after the Civil Rights Revolution
(Reconfiguring American Political History) the mind will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in
each aspect that maybe unfamiliar for but surely will become your mind friends. Imaging just about every
word written in a guide then become one application form conclusion and explanation this maybe you never
get before. The Protesting Affirmative Action: The Struggle over Equality after the Civil Rights Revolution
(Reconfiguring American Political History) giving you another experience more than blown away your brain
but also giving you useful facts for your better life on this era. So now let us explain to you the relaxing
pattern is your body and mind will be pleased when you are finished reading through it, like winning an
activity. Do you want to try this extraordinary investing spare time activity?

Jonathan Carney:

Many people spending their time period by playing outside with friends, fun activity using family or just
watching TV all day every day. You can have new activity to enjoy your whole day by reading a book. Ugh,



think reading a book can definitely hard because you have to accept the book everywhere? It alright you can
have the e-book, bringing everywhere you want in your Mobile phone. Like Protesting Affirmative Action:
The Struggle over Equality after the Civil Rights Revolution (Reconfiguring American Political History)
which is getting the e-book version. So , try out this book? Let's see.
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