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This volume documents the significant changes that have occurred in Japanese schools since the collapse of
that nation’s economic bubble. Before the recession, Japan was the country that most educational reformers
sought to emulate dueto its students performance on standardized tests. Now, however, a different and more
complicated picture of the Japanese education system emerges. This book places Japanese education in a
global context, with particular attention given to how their education system is responding to changing
expectations and pressures that emerge from rapid social change. Chapters written by respected scholars
examine issues related to equality, academic achievement, privatization, population diversity, societal
expectations, and the influence of the media, parents, and political movements. The research in this book will
provide valuable lessons for policymakers and practitioners facing similar challenges.

Contributors: Motoko Akiba, Christopher J. Frey, Rebecca Erwin Fukuzawa, June A. Gordon, Akiko
Hayashi, Diane M. Hoffman, Victor Kobayashi, Yeon-Jin Lee, Kaori H. Okano, Hyunjoon Park,
Tomoaki Nomi, James Shields, Kazuhiko Shimizu, Joseph Tobin, Ryoko Tsuneyoshi

Gary DeCoker is professor of Japanese Studies at Earlham College, professor of education emeritus at Ohio
Wesleyan University, and editor of National Sandards and School Reform in Japan and the United
Sates. Christopher Bjork isassociate professor and chair of the Education Department at Vassar College.

“In the face of the challenging paradoxes and contradictions of education in Japan and around the world, itis
more important than ever that we seek better ways to understand each other and our educational systems and
societies as afoundation to improve our respective lives and the world we livein.”

—From the Foreword by James J. Shields, professor emeritus and founder of The Japan Initiative, The City
College, City University of New Y ork

“The understanding of the limits of schools as never-ending investments in the wealth of a nation situated on
afragile planet—an island in the solar system—could lead to a greater appreciation of the value of education
in conserving and advancing the best of world traditions.”

—From the Afterword by Victor Kaobayashi, professor emeritus, University of Hawaii
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From reader reviews:
Charles Cushman:

Hey guys, do you really wants to finds a new book to read? May be the book with the subject Japanese
Education in an Era of Globalization: Culture, Politics, and Equity suitable to you? The particular book was
written by well-known writer in this era. The actual book untitled Japanese Education in an Era of
Globalization: Culture, Politics, and Equityis one of several books in which everyone read now. This specific
book was inspired a number of people in the world. When you read this publication you will enter the new
dimension that you ever know just before. The author explained their thought in the simple way, so all of
people can easily to recognise the core of this publication. This book will give you alots of information
about this world now. To help you to see the represented of the world in this book.

Douglas Ayer:

That publication can make you to feel relax. This book Japanese Education in an Era of Globalization:
Culture, Politics, and Equity was colorful and of course has pictures on the website. As we know that book
Japanese Education in an Era of Globalization: Culture, Politics, and Equity has many kinds or category.
Start from kids until adolescents. For example Naruto or Investigator Conan you can read and feel that you
are the character on there. Therefore not at all of book tend to be make you bored, any it can make you feel
happy, fun and chill out. Try to choose the best book in your case and try to like reading this.

Bonnie Camacho:

As auniversity student exactly feel bored in order to reading. If their teacher inquired them to go to the
library in order to make summary for some guide, they are complained. Just tiny students that has reading's
soul or real their hobby. They just do what the teacher want, like asked to go to the library. They go to right
now there but nothing reading seriously. Any students feel that looking at is not important, boring along with
can't see colorful photos on there. Yeah, it isto be complicated. Book is very important for you. As we know
that on this age, many waysto get whatever we want. Likewise word says, ways to reach Chinese's country.
S0, this Japanese Education in an Era of Globalization: Culture, Politics, and Equity can make you
experience more interested to read.

Michael Grammer:

A number of people said that they feel weary when they reading a publication. They are directly felt this
when they get a half elements of the book. Y ou can choose the actual book Japanese Education in an Era of
Globalization: Culture, Politics, and Equity to make your own personal reading isinteresting. Y our own
personal skill of reading expertise is devel oping when you just like reading. Try to choose simple book to
make you enjoy to read it and mingle the impression about book and looking at especialy. It isto beinitia
opinion for you to like to open abook and study it. Beside that the e-book Japanese Education in an Era of
Globalization: Culture, Politics, and Equity can to be your friend when you're really feel alone and confuse



using what must you're doing of thistime.
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