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Ira Berlin traces the history of African-American slavery in the United States from its beginnings in the
seventeenth century to its fiery demise nearly three hundred years later.

Most Americans, black and white, have a singular vision of slavery, one fixed in the mid-nineteenth century
when most American slaves grew cotton, resided in the deep South, and subscribed to Christianity. Here,
however, Berlin offers a dynamic vision, a major reinterpretation in which slaves and their owners
continually renegotiated the terms of captivity. Slavery was thus made and remade by successive generations
of Africans and African Americans who lived through settlement and adaptation, plantation life, economic
transformations, revolution, forced migration, war, and ultimately, emancipation.

Berlin's understanding of the processes that continually transformed the lives of slaves makes Generations of
Captivity essential reading for anyone interested in the evolution of antebellum America. Connecting the
"Charter Generation" to the development of Atlantic society in the seventeenth century, the "Plantation
Generation" to the reconstruction of colonial society in the eighteenth century, the "Revolutionary
Generation" to the Age of Revolutions, and the "Migration Generation" to American expansionism in the
nineteenth century, Berlin integrates the history of slavery into the larger story of American life. He
demonstrates how enslaved black people, by adapting to changing circumstances, prepared for the moment
when they could seize liberty and declare themselves the "Freedom Generation."

This epic story, told by a master historian, provides a rich understanding of the experience of African-
American slaves, an experience that continues to mobilize American thought and passions today.
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From reader reviews:

Derek Morton:

Do you have favorite book? Should you have, what is your favorite's book? Book is very important thing for
us to find out everything in the world. Each guide has different aim or even goal; it means that book has
different type. Some people really feel enjoy to spend their a chance to read a book. They are reading
whatever they get because their hobby is usually reading a book. What about the person who don't like
studying a book? Sometime, particular person feel need book after they found difficult problem or perhaps
exercise. Well, probably you'll have this Generations of Captivity: A History of African-American Slaves.

Antoine Dejean:

This Generations of Captivity: A History of African-American Slaves book is just not ordinary book, you
have after that it the world is in your hands. The benefit you receive by reading this book will be information
inside this book incredible fresh, you will get details which is getting deeper you actually read a lot of
information you will get. This Generations of Captivity: A History of African-American Slaves without we
recognize teach the one who reading it become critical in imagining and analyzing. Don't be worry
Generations of Captivity: A History of African-American Slaves can bring any time you are and not make
your case space or bookshelves' turn out to be full because you can have it with your lovely laptop even
mobile phone. This Generations of Captivity: A History of African-American Slaves having very good
arrangement in word in addition to layout, so you will not feel uninterested in reading.

Jocelyn Harper:

Now a day individuals who Living in the era wherever everything reachable by talk with the internet and the
resources within it can be true or not demand people to be aware of each data they get. How people have to
be smart in getting any information nowadays? Of course the answer then is reading a book. Examining a
book can help individuals out of this uncertainty Information specifically this Generations of Captivity: A
History of African-American Slaves book because book offers you rich information and knowledge. Of
course the info in this book hundred per cent guarantees there is no doubt in it as you know.

Shirley Vega:

Reading a reserve make you to get more knowledge from it. You can take knowledge and information from a
book. Book is composed or printed or illustrated from each source which filled update of news. In this
modern era like at this point, many ways to get information are available for an individual. From media
social such as newspaper, magazines, science publication, encyclopedia, reference book, fresh and comic.
You can add your understanding by that book. Are you ready to spend your spare time to open your book?
Or just searching for the Generations of Captivity: A History of African-American Slaves when you
necessary it?
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