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Anyone who has sat on a jury or followed a high-profile trial on television usually comes to the realization
that a trial, particularly a criminal trial, is really a performance. Verdicts seem determined as much by which
lawyer can best connect with the hearts and minds of the jurors as by what the evidence might suggest. In
this celebration of the American trial as a great cultural achievement, Robert Burns, a trial lawyer and a
trained philosopher, explores how these legal proceedings bring about justice. The trial, he reminds us, is not
confined to the impartial application of legal rules to factual findings. Burns depicts the trial as an institution
employing its own language and styles of performance that elevate the understanding of decision-makers,
bringing them in contact with moral sources beyond the limits of law.

Burns explores the rich narrative structure of the trial, beginning with the lawyers' opening statements, which
establish opposing moral frameworks in which to interpret the evidence. In the succession of witnesses,
stories compete and are held in tension. At some point during the performance, a sense of the right thing to
do arises among the jurors. How this happens is at the core of Burns's investigation, which draws on careful
descriptions of what trial lawyers do, the rules governing their actions, interpretations of actual trial material,
social science findings, and a broad philosophical and political appreciation of the trial as a unique vehicle of
American self-government.
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From reader reviews:

Emma Englund:

Inside other case, little people like to read book A Theory of the Trial. You can choose the best book if you
appreciate reading a book. Given that we know about how is important any book A Theory of the Trial. You
can add expertise and of course you can around the world with a book. Absolutely right, due to the fact from
book you can recognize everything! From your country until foreign or abroad you can be known. About
simple issue until wonderful thing you are able to know that. In this era, you can open a book or perhaps
searching by internet system. It is called e-book. You can utilize it when you feel uninterested to go to the
library. Let's go through.

Mark Nixon:

Do you certainly one of people who can't read pleasant if the sentence chained in the straightway, hold on
guys this particular aren't like that. This A Theory of the Trial book is readable by means of you who hate the
straight word style. You will find the facts here are arrange for enjoyable looking at experience without
leaving perhaps decrease the knowledge that want to deliver to you. The writer of A Theory of the Trial
content conveys the thought easily to understand by most people. The printed and e-book are not different in
the written content but it just different in the form of it. So , do you nevertheless thinking A Theory of the
Trial is not loveable to be your top checklist reading book?

Na Urquhart:

The event that you get from A Theory of the Trial is a more deep you looking the information that hide
within the words the more you get enthusiastic about reading it. It does not mean that this book is hard to
comprehend but A Theory of the Trial giving you buzz feeling of reading. The article writer conveys their
point in selected way that can be understood by means of anyone who read this because the author of this
guide is well-known enough. This kind of book also makes your own personal vocabulary increase well.
Making it easy to understand then can go with you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We
recommend you for having this specific A Theory of the Trial instantly.

Karen Huff:

The publication untitled A Theory of the Trial is the reserve that recommended to you to learn. You can see
the quality of the publication content that will be shown to an individual. The language that writer use to
explained their way of doing something is easily to understand. The writer was did a lot of investigation
when write the book, so the information that they share for your requirements is absolutely accurate. You
also might get the e-book of A Theory of the Trial from the publisher to make you a lot more enjoy free time.
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