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Women in Uzbekistan have been labeled as victims of patriarchy and submissive, voiceless bodies who lack
agency and decision-making power. They are also often symbolized as preservers of rituals and culture and
also the victims of socio-economic transformations. During the years of land tenure changes from
collectivization to de-collectivization, World War II and the five-year plan economy, women played a vital
role in pursuing a diverse range of livelihood opportunities to sustain their families and communities. But
what kind of livelihood activities do women pursue in rural areas in Uzbekistan? What do they think about
themselves? Do they exercise agency? What are their values, desires, dreams, and inspirations in the post-
Soviet period in Uzbekistan?
Women’s Lives and Livelihoods in Post-Soviet Uzbekistan presents women’s voices and their experiences of
carrying out livelihood activities such as farming, trading, baking, sewing, building greenhouses, and
establishing furniture workshops. In a major contribution to the study of post-Soviet transformations, Zulfiya
Tursunova demonstrates how women exercise multi-dimensional empowerment by joining social and
economic saving networks such as gap and chernaya kassa. These networks represent a collective movement
and action against economic dependency of women on men and the state micro-loan bank system. The
networks that do not require external donor interventions have been able to empower women for social
justice, knowledge, redistribution of resources, and conflict resolution in ways that are vital to community
development.
Tursunova provides accounts of such ceremonies as mavlud, ihson, Bibi Seshanba, and Mushkul Kushod.
These ceremonies show the ways the conflict resolution practices of women are woven into their everyday
life, and function autonomously from the hierarchical elite-driven Women’s Committees and state court
systems established in the Soviet times. Many local healers and otins (religious teachers) use their discursive
knowledge, based on Islam, Sufism, shamanism, and animism to challenge and transform women’s
subordination, abuse, and other practices that impinge on women’s needs and rights. These female religious
leaders, through different ceremonial practices, create space for raising the critical consciousness of women
and transform the social order for maintaining peace in the communities.
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From reader reviews:

Toni Bays:

The e-book with title Women's Lives and Livelihoods in Post-Soviet Uzbekistan: Ceremonies of
Empowerment and Peacebuilding has a lot of information that you can find out it. You can get a lot of profit
after read this book. That book exist new knowledge the information that exist in this publication represented
the condition of the world now. That is important to yo7u to be aware of how the improvement of the world.
This kind of book will bring you throughout new era of the syndication. You can read the e-book on your
smart phone, so you can read the idea anywhere you want.

David Hester:

You may spend your free time to study this book this book. This Women's Lives and Livelihoods in Post-
Soviet Uzbekistan: Ceremonies of Empowerment and Peacebuilding is simple to develop you can read it in
the recreation area, in the beach, train and soon. If you did not get much space to bring the actual printed
book, you can buy often the e-book. It is make you quicker to read it. You can save typically the book in
your smart phone. Therefore there are a lot of benefits that you will get when you buy this book.

Sergio Hawkinson:

As a pupil exactly feel bored for you to reading. If their teacher requested them to go to the library or make
summary for some guide, they are complained. Just tiny students that has reading's heart or real their
pastime. They just do what the trainer want, like asked to the library. They go to presently there but nothing
reading seriously. Any students feel that studying is not important, boring as well as can't see colorful
pictures on there. Yeah, it is to be complicated. Book is very important in your case. As we know that on this
age, many ways to get whatever you want. Likewise word says, ways to reach Chinese's country. Therefore ,
this Women's Lives and Livelihoods in Post-Soviet Uzbekistan: Ceremonies of Empowerment and
Peacebuilding can make you feel more interested to read.

Travis Hargrove:

What is your hobby? Have you heard this question when you got scholars? We believe that that issue was
given by teacher for their students. Many kinds of hobby, All people has different hobby. So you know that
little person including reading or as examining become their hobby. You must know that reading is very
important and book as to be the issue. Book is important thing to increase you knowledge, except your
teacher or lecturer. You discover good news or update in relation to something by book. Amount types of
books that can you choose to adopt be your object. One of them are these claims Women's Lives and
Livelihoods in Post-Soviet Uzbekistan: Ceremonies of Empowerment and Peacebuilding.
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