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Each year, thousands of pilgrims visit the celebrated New Orleans tomb where Marie Laveau is said to lie.
They seek her favors or fear her lingering influence. Voodoo Queen: The Spirited Lives of Marie Laveau is
the first study of the Laveaus, mother and daughter of the same name. Both were legendary leaders of
religious and spiritual traditions many still label as evil.

The Laveaus were free women of color and prominent French-speaking Catholic Creoles. From the 1820s
until the 1880s when one died and the other disappeared, gossip, fear, and fierce affection swirled about
them. From the heart of the French Quarter, in dance, drumming, song, and spirit possession, they ruled the
imagination of New Orleans.

How did the two Maries apply their "magical" powers and uncommon business sense to shift the course of
love, luck, and the law? The women understood the real crime--they had pitted their spiritual forces against
the slave system of the United States. Moses-like, they led their people out of bondage and offered protection
and freedom to the community of color, rich white women, enslaved families, and men condemned to hang.

The curse of the Laveau family, however, followed them. Both loved men they could never marry. Both
faced down the press and police who stalked them. Both countered the relentless gossip of curses, evil
spirits, murders, and infant sacrifice with acts of benevolence.

The book is also a detective story--who is really buried in the famous tomb in the oldest "city of the dead" in
New Orleans? What scandals did the Laveau family intend to keep buried there forever? By what sleight of
hand did free people of color lose their cultural identity when Americans purchased Louisiana and imposed
racial apartheid upon Creole creativity? Voodoo Queen brings the improbable testimonies of saints, spirits,
and never-before printed eyewitness accounts of ceremonies and magical crafts together to illuminate the
lives of the two Marie Laveaus, leaders of a major, indigenous American religion.

Martha Ward is the author of Nest in the Wind, A World Full of Women, and A Sounding of Women:
Autobiographies from Unexpected Places, among other books. She is University Research Professor of
Anthropology, Urban Studies, and Women's Studies at the University of New Orleans.
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From reader reviews:

Virginia Villalon:

What do you think of book? It is just for students since they're still students or the idea for all people in the
world, the actual best subject for that? Just you can be answered for that concern above. Every person has
various personality and hobby for each and every other. Don't to be forced someone or something that they
don't need do that. You must know how great and important the book Voodoo Queen: The Spirited Lives of
Marie Laveau. All type of book is it possible to see on many methods. You can look for the internet sources
or other social media.

John Hickman:

The actual book Voodoo Queen: The Spirited Lives of Marie Laveau will bring one to the new experience of
reading a new book. The author style to clarify the idea is very unique. If you try to find new book to see,
this book very suited to you. The book Voodoo Queen: The Spirited Lives of Marie Laveau is much
recommended to you to study. You can also get the e-book from official web site, so you can easier to read
the book.

Cara Fultz:

Do you really one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt if you are in the book store? Try to
pick one book that you find out the inside because don't judge book by its deal with may doesn't work at this
point is difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not because fantastic as in the outside
search likes. Maybe you answer might be Voodoo Queen: The Spirited Lives of Marie Laveau why because
the great cover that make you consider with regards to the content will not disappoint anyone. The inside or
content is actually fantastic as the outside or cover. Your reading sixth sense will directly show you to pick
up this book.

Lisa Loo:

As a scholar exactly feel bored to be able to reading. If their teacher requested them to go to the library or to
make summary for some guide, they are complained. Just tiny students that has reading's soul or real their
hobby. They just do what the professor want, like asked to go to the library. They go to right now there but
nothing reading critically. Any students feel that looking at is not important, boring and can't see colorful
photographs on there. Yeah, it is to become complicated. Book is very important for you personally. As we
know that on this era, many ways to get whatever we wish. Likewise word says, ways to reach Chinese's
country. Therefore this Voodoo Queen: The Spirited Lives of Marie Laveau can make you truly feel more
interested to read.
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