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Everybody in the bar had to drop a quarter in the jukebox or be shamed by “Momo” Villarrea. It wasn't
about the money, Mary Ann Villarrea’ s grandmother insisted. It was about the music—more songs for all
the patrons of the Pecan Loungein Tivoli, Texas. But for Mary Ann, whose schoolbooks those quarters
bought, the money didn’t hurt.

When as an adult Villarreal began to wonder how the few recordings of women singers made their way into
that jukebox, questions about the money seemed inseparable from those about the music. In Listening to
Rosita, Villarreal seeks answers by pursuing the story of a small group of Tejana singers and entrepreneurs
in Corpus Christi, Houston, and San Antonio—the “Texas Triangle”—during the mid-twentieth century.
Ultimately she recovers a socia world and cultural landscape in central south Texas where Mexican
American women negotiated the shifting boundaries of race and economicsto assert a public presence.

Drawing on oral history, interviews, and insights from ethnic and gender studies, Listening to Rosita
provides a counternarrative to previous research on la misica tejana, which has focused aimost solely on
musicians or musical genres. Villarreal instead chronicles women'’ s roles and contributions to the music
industry. In spotlighting the sixty-year singing career of San Antonian Rosita Fernandez, the author pulls the
curtain back on all the women whose names and stories have been glaringly absent from the ethnic and
economic history of Tejanamusic and culture.

Inthisora history of the Tejana cantantes who performed and owned businesses in the Texas Triangle,
Listening to Rosita shows how ethnic Mexican entrepreneurs developed a unique identity in striving for
success in a society that demeaned and segregated them. In telling their story, this book supplies a critical
chapter long missing from the history of the West.
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From reader reviews:
Robert Farley:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important act, like looking
for your favorite reserve and reading areserve. Beside you can solve your short lived problem; you can add
your knowledge by the publication entitled Listening to Rosita: The Business of Tejana Music and Culture,
1930-1955 (Race and Culture in the American West Series). Try to face the book Listening to Rosita: The
Business of Tejana Music and Culture, 1930-1955 (Race and Culture in the American West Series) as your
buddy. It meansthat it can to be your friend when you experience alone and beside that course make you
smarter than previously. Yeah, it is very fortuned for you personally. The book makes you far more
confidence because you can know every little thing by the book. So , we should make new experience and
also knowledge with this book.

AngelaHeller:

As people who live in the actual modest era should be change about what going on or information even
knowledge to make all of them keep up with the erawhich can be always change and move forward. Some
of you maybe will probably update themselves by examining books. It is agood choice in your case but the
problems coming to an individual is you don't know what one you should start with. This Listening to
Rosita: The Business of Tejana Music and Culture, 1930-1955 (Race and Culture in the American West
Series) is our recommendation so you keep up with the world. Why, as this book serves what you want and
wish in thisera.

Jane Hanscom:

Often the book Listening to Rosita: The Business of Tejana Music and Culture, 1930-1955 (Race and
Culture in the American West Series) will bring you to the new experience of reading a new book. The
author style to elucidate the ideais very unique. If you try to find new book to learn, this book very idea to
you. The book Listening to Rosita: The Business of Tejana Music and Culture, 1930-1955 (Race and Culture
in the American West Series) is much recommended to you you just read. Y ou can also get the e-book from
your official web site, so you can more readily to read the book.

Nathaniel Cornelius:

The book untitled Listening to Rosita: The Business of Tejana Music and Culture, 1930-1955 (Race and
Culture in the American West Series) contain alot of information on this. The writer explains your ex idea
with easy way. The language is very simple to implement all the people, so do not really worry, you can easy
to read that. The book was published by famous author. The author will bring you in the new age of literary
works. You can easily read this book because you can read more your smart phone, or product, so you can
read the book with anywhere and anytime. In a situation you wish to purchase the e-book, you can open their
official web-site in addition to order it. Have anice learn.
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