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It hardly seems credible today that a nineteen-year-old boy, just commissioned into the Seaforth
Highlanders, could lead a platoon of men into the carnage of the Battle of the Somme. Or that, as the
machine gun bullets whistled past and shells exploded, he could maintain his own morale to lead a platoon,
keeping its discipline and cohesion, in spite of desperate losses. Norman Collins, the author of this superb
memoir, was this remarkable man.Despite being wounded three times, Norman lived to see his hundredth
birthday so becoming one of the last surviving combatants of this terrible conflict. Through his eloquent
memories recorded late in life and a rare collection of letters that he wrote from the front, he tells the story of
his life as a young subaltern at the front during 1916 and 1917. Using Norman’s own words, this book
follows him from his childhood in Hartlepool to his subsequent service in France. The book also covers such
shattering events as the German naval assault on Hartlepool in December 1914 when, as a seventeen-year-
old, Norman was subjected to as big a bombardment as any occurring on the Western Front at that
time.Norman’s enlistment and training are covered in detail in his letters, as is his posting to France and the
epic attack at Beaumont Hamel in November 1916. Service at Arras in April 1917 and in the weeks prior to
the Third Battle for Ypres is also recorded before serious injury hospitalized him for a year.Norman’s love
for, and devotion to, the men under his command shine out in this book and his stories are gripping and
deeply moving. They are illustrated by a rare collection of private photographs taken at or near the front by
Norman himself, although the use of a camera was strictly proscribed by the Army. Most of the images have
never been published before.
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From reader reviews:

Paul Weston:

A lot of people always spent their very own free time to vacation or perhaps go to the outside with them
family members or their friend. Did you know? Many a lot of people spent many people free time just
watching TV, or maybe playing video games all day long. If you would like try to find a new activity
honestly, that is look different you can read the book. It is really fun for you personally. If you enjoy the
book which you read you can spent 24 hours a day to reading a guide. The book Last Man Standing: The
Memoirs, Letters & Photographs of a Teenage Officer it is extremely good to read. There are a lot of those
who recommended this book. These were enjoying reading this book. In the event you did not have enough
space to deliver this book you can buy the actual e-book. You can m0ore simply to read this book from a
smart phone. The price is not to cover but this book possesses high quality.

Scott Halpin:

Can you one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt when you find yourself in the book store?
Make an effort to pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't assess book by its handle
may doesn't work at this point is difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not seeing that
fantastic as in the outside appearance likes. Maybe you answer is usually Last Man Standing: The Memoirs,
Letters & Photographs of a Teenage Officer why because the fantastic cover that make you consider with
regards to the content will not disappoint you. The inside or content is usually fantastic as the outside as well
as cover. Your reading 6th sense will directly direct you to pick up this book.

Daniel Engle:

Are you kind of occupied person, only have 10 or 15 minute in your morning to upgrading your mind skill or
thinking skill also analytical thinking? Then you have problem with the book when compared with can
satisfy your small amount of time to read it because this time you only find publication that need more time
to be examine. Last Man Standing: The Memoirs, Letters & Photographs of a Teenage Officer can be your
answer given it can be read by anyone who have those short time problems.

Jerri Montgomery:

Publication is one of source of know-how. We can add our knowledge from it. Not only for students but in
addition native or citizen need book to know the upgrade information of year to be able to year. As we know
those publications have many advantages. Beside we all add our knowledge, can bring us to around the
world. With the book Last Man Standing: The Memoirs, Letters & Photographs of a Teenage Officer we can
have more advantage. Don't someone to be creative people? Being creative person must choose to read a
book. Just simply choose the best book that suited with your aim. Don't possibly be doubt to change your life
at this book Last Man Standing: The Memoirs, Letters & Photographs of a Teenage Officer. You can more
pleasing than now.
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