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‘It is the battle between those who use a toothbrush and those who don’t.’ So wrote Augusta Gregory to
W.B. Yeats; she was referring to the riots at the Abbey Theatre over The Playboy of the Western World, and
she knew which side she was on. In this remarkable biographical essay, Colm Toíbín examines the
contradictions that defined the position of this essential figure in Irish cultural history, The wife of a landlord
and MP who had been personally responsible for introducing measures that compounded the misery of the
Irish peasantry during the Great Famine, Lady Gregory devoted much of her creative energy to idealizing the
same peasantry – while never abandoning the aristocratic hauteur, the social connections or the great house
which her birth and marriage had bequeathed her. Early in her writing life, her politics were staunchly
unionist – yet she campaigned for the freedom of Egypt from colonial rule. Later she wrote plays celebrating
rebellion, but trembled in her bed when the Irish revolution threatened her property and her way of life. Lady
Gregory’s capacity to occupy mutually contradictory positions was essential to her heroic work as a founder
and director of the Abbey Theatre – nurturing Synge and O’Casey, battling rioters and censors – and to her
central role in the career of W. B. Yeats. She was Yeats’s artistic collaborator (writing most of Cathleen Ní
Houlihan, for example), his helpmeet, and his diplomatic wing. Toíbín’s account of Yeats’s attemts – by
turns glorious and graceless – to memorize Lady Gregory’s son Robert when he was killed in the First World
War, and of Lady Gregory’s pain at her loss and at the poet’s appropriation of it, is a moving tour de force of
literary history. Toíbín also reveals a side of Lady Gregory that is at odds with the received image of a chilly
dowager. Early in her marriage to Sir William Gregory, she had an affain with the poet and anti-imperialist
Wilfred Scawen Blunt and wrote a series of torrid love sonnets that Blunt published under his own name.
Much later in life, as she neared her sixtieth birthday, she fell in love with the great patron of arts John
Quinn, who was eighteen years her junior. Lady Gregory’s Toothbrush is a sharp, concentrated, witty and
much-needed reassessment of a major cultural figure who has been oddly taken for granted and often badly
misunderstood.
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From reader reviews:

Jackie Caldwell:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important behave,
like looking for your favorite guide and reading a reserve. Beside you can solve your trouble; you can add
your knowledge by the guide entitled Lady Gregory's Toothbrush. Try to stumble through book Lady
Gregory's Toothbrush as your close friend. It means that it can being your friend when you sense alone and
beside that of course make you smarter than in the past. Yeah, it is very fortuned for yourself. The book
makes you more confidence because you can know everything by the book. So , we need to make new
experience along with knowledge with this book.

Verna Tubbs:

Nowadays reading books be than want or need but also become a life style. This reading habit give you lot of
advantages. Associate programs you got of course the knowledge the rest of the information inside the book
in which improve your knowledge and information. The info you get based on what kind of publication you
read, if you want drive more knowledge just go with training books but if you want sense happy read one
using theme for entertaining for example comic or novel. Often the Lady Gregory's Toothbrush is kind of
book which is giving the reader capricious experience.

Jose Roberts:

The e-book untitled Lady Gregory's Toothbrush is the guide that recommended to you to study. You can see
the quality of the publication content that will be shown to anyone. The language that publisher use to
explained their way of doing something is easily to understand. The copy writer was did a lot of research
when write the book, therefore the information that they share to your account is absolutely accurate. You
also will get the e-book of Lady Gregory's Toothbrush from the publisher to make you far more enjoy free
time.

Ashley Johnson:

In this period globalization it is important to someone to receive information. The information will make a
professional understand the condition of the world. The condition of the world makes the information easier
to share. You can find a lot of recommendations to get information example: internet, magazine, book, and
soon. You will observe that now, a lot of publisher which print many kinds of book. Often the book that
recommended to your account is Lady Gregory's Toothbrush this reserve consist a lot of the information
from the condition of this world now. That book was represented so why is the world has grown up. The
vocabulary styles that writer require to explain it is easy to understand. Typically the writer made some
research when he makes this book. That is why this book suited all of you.
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