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The First Amendment to the Constitution states that Congress shall make no law abridging the freedom of
the press, but the definitions of "press," of "freedom," and even of "abridgment" have evolved by means of
judicial rulings on cases concerning the limits and purposes of press freedoms. _x000B__x000B_In How
Free Can the Press Be? Randall P. Bezanson explores the changes in understanding of press freedom in
America by discussing in depth nine of the most pivotal and provocative First Amendment cases in U.S.
judicial history. These cases were argued before the U.S. Supreme Court, state Supreme Courts, and even a
local circuit court, and concerned matters ranging from The New York Times's publication of the Pentagon
Papers to Hugo Zacchini, the human cannonball who claimed television broadcasts of his act threatened his
livelihood. Other cases include a politician blackballed by the Miami Herald and prevented from responding
in its pages, the Pittsburgh Press arguing it had the right to employ gender-based column headings in its
classified ads section, and the victim of a crime suing the Des Moines Register over that paper's publication
of intimate details, including the victim's name. Each case resulted in a ruling that refined or reshaped
judicial definition of the limits of press freedom._x000B__x000B_Does the First Amendment give the press
a special position under the law? Is editorial judgment a cornerstone of the press? Does the press have a duty
to publish truth and fact, to present both sides of a story, to respect the privacy of individuals, to obtain its
information through legally acceptable means? How does press freedom weigh against national security?
Bezanson addresses these and other questions, examining the arguments on both sides, and using these
landmark cases as a springboard for a wider discussion of the meaning and limits of press freedom.
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From reader reviews:

Seth Sawyer:

As people who live in typically the modest era should be upgrade about what going on or details even
knowledge to make these individuals keep up with the era and that is always change and move ahead. Some
of you maybe may update themselves by looking at books. It is a good choice to suit your needs but the
problems coming to a person is you don't know what kind you should start with. This How Free Can the
Press Be? (The History of Communication) is our recommendation so you keep up with the world. Why,
since this book serves what you want and want in this era.

Tisha Betancourt:

Now a day people that Living in the era where everything reachable by interact with the internet and the
resources in it can be true or not require people to be aware of each facts they get. How people have to be
smart in having any information nowadays? Of course the answer then is reading a book. Examining a book
can help people out of this uncertainty Information specifically this How Free Can the Press Be? (The
History of Communication) book since this book offers you rich facts and knowledge. Of course the info in
this book hundred per cent guarantees there is no doubt in it you know.

Scott Bush:

Information is provisions for those to get better life, information nowadays can get by anyone in everywhere.
The information can be a know-how or any news even a concern. What people must be consider when those
information which is from the former life are challenging to be find than now is taking seriously which one is
suitable to believe or which one the resource are convinced. If you obtain the unstable resource then you
understand it as your main information we will see huge disadvantage for you. All those possibilities will not
happen throughout you if you take How Free Can the Press Be? (The History of Communication) as your
daily resource information.

Ryan Barrett:

Publication is one of source of know-how. We can add our know-how from it. Not only for students but in
addition native or citizen want book to know the update information of year to year. As we know those
textbooks have many advantages. Beside most of us add our knowledge, can also bring us to around the
world. Through the book How Free Can the Press Be? (The History of Communication) we can get more
advantage. Don't you to be creative people? To get creative person must choose to read a book. Just simply
choose the best book that suited with your aim. Don't always be doubt to change your life at this book How
Free Can the Press Be? (The History of Communication). You can more pleasing than now.
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