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"I feel I am the wandering Jew who has no place to which she belongs. I thought I could settle down, but
can't imagine staying. Whenever I bought a bar of soap and two came in the package, I thought there would
be no need to buy a package of two because I would never last through the second. Why? Because I knew I
was returning to Iran - tomorrow. So too, I would buy the smallest size toothpastes and jars of oil. Putting
down roots here is an impossibility." These are the words of one Iranian emigre, driven from Tehran by the
revolution of 1979. They are echoed time and again in this powerful portrayal of loss and survival. Impelled
by these words and her own concerns about nationality and identity, Zohreh Sullivan has gathered together
here the voices of sixty exiles and emigres. They come from various ethnic and religious backgrounds and
range in age from thirteen to eighty-eight. Although most are from the middle class, they work in a variety of
occupations in the United States. But whatever their differences, here they are all engaged in remembering
the past, producing a discourse about their lives, and negotiating the troubled transitions from one culture to
another.
Unlike many other Iranian oral history projects, "Exiled Memories" looks at the reconstruction of memory
and identity through diasporic narratives, through a focus on the Americas rather than on Iran. The narratives
included here reveal the complex ways in which events and places transform identities, how overnight
radicals become conservatives, friends become enemies, the strong become weak. Indeed, the narratives
themselves serve this function - serving to transfer or transform power and establish credibility. They reveal
a diverse group of people in the process of knitting the story of themselves with the story of the collective
after it has been torn apart. Author note: Zohreh T. Sullivan is Professor of English at the University of
Illinois, Urbana-Champaign. She is the author of "Narratives of Empire: The Fictions of Rudyard Kipling"
and editor of the Norton edition of "Kipling's Kim".
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From reader reviews:

Randall Yang:

The book Exiled Memories: Stories of Iranian Diaspora gives you the sense of being enjoy for your spare
time. You should use to make your capable more increase. Book can for being your best friend when you
getting stress or having big problem using your subject. If you can make reading through a book Exiled
Memories: Stories of Iranian Diaspora for being your habit, you can get a lot more advantages, like add your
personal capable, increase your knowledge about a number of or all subjects. You may know everything if
you like start and read a reserve Exiled Memories: Stories of Iranian Diaspora. Kinds of book are several. It
means that, science reserve or encyclopedia or other folks. So , how do you think about this guide?

Misty Barrientos:

In this 21st one hundred year, people become competitive in every single way. By being competitive
currently, people have do something to make all of them survives, being in the middle of the particular
crowded place and notice simply by surrounding. One thing that occasionally many people have
underestimated it for a while is reading. Yeah, by reading a publication your ability to survive enhance then
having chance to stay than other is high. For yourself who want to start reading the book, we give you this
Exiled Memories: Stories of Iranian Diaspora book as starter and daily reading publication. Why, because
this book is greater than just a book.

Tanisha Goss:

As people who live in typically the modest era should be revise about what going on or data even knowledge
to make them keep up with the era which is always change and move ahead. Some of you maybe will
probably update themselves by looking at books. It is a good choice in your case but the problems coming to
a person is you don't know which one you should start with. This Exiled Memories: Stories of Iranian
Diaspora is our recommendation so you keep up with the world. Why, because this book serves what you
want and need in this era.

Dedra Clark:

Do you have something that you prefer such as book? The guide lovers usually prefer to select book like
comic, quick story and the biggest one is novel. Now, why not striving Exiled Memories: Stories of Iranian
Diaspora that give your fun preference will be satisfied simply by reading this book. Reading addiction all
over the world can be said as the opportunity for people to know world a great deal better then how they
react in the direction of the world. It can't be claimed constantly that reading habit only for the geeky man
but for all of you who wants to end up being success person. So , for all of you who want to start reading
through as your good habit, you can pick Exiled Memories: Stories of Iranian Diaspora become your starter.
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