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A critical year in the history of peacekeeping, 1995 saw the dramatic transformation of the role of United
Nations’ forces in Bosnia from a protective force to being an active combatant under NATO leadership.
Phillip Corwin, the UN’s chief political officer in Sarajevo during the summer of that year, presents an
insider’s account of the momentous events that led to that transformation. Dubious Mandate interweaves
personal experiences of daily life in a war zone—supply shortages, human suffering, assassination attempts,
corruption—with historical facts, as Corwin challenges commonly held views of the war with his own highly
informed, discerning, and trenchant political commentary.
Sympathetic to the UN’s achievements, yet skeptical of its acquiescence to the use of military force, Corwin
is critical both of the Bosnian government’s tactics for drawing NATO into the conflict and of NATO’s
eagerness to make peace by waging war. He challenges the popular depiction of the Bosnian government as
that of noble victim, arguing that the leaders of all three sides in the conflict were “gangsters wearing coats
and ties.” Highly caustic about Western reportage, he examines the policies of various Western political and
military leaders and gives a detailed account of a pivotal phase of the war in Bosnia, a period that culminated
with NATO’s massive bombing of Bosnian Serb targets and ultimately led to the Dayton Peace Agreement.
Without a proper understanding of this critical period, he argues, it is difficult to understand the greater scope
of the conflict. Corwin also offers insightful portraits of some of the leading players in the Bosnian drama,
including Yasushi Akashi, the UN’s top official in the former Yugoslavia in 1994–95; General Rupert Smith,
the British commander in Sarajevo in 1995; and Hasan Muratovic, a future Bosnian prime minister.
Capturing the essence of a tense and difficult time, Dubious Mandate will interest diplomats, politicians,
military personnel, scholars, and those still trying to fathom the continuing mission of the United Nations
and the unfolding of events in the former Yugoslavia during the 1990s.
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From reader reviews:

Georgia Hernandez:

Book is written, printed, or descriptive for everything. You can recognize everything you want by a reserve.
Book has a different type. As we know that book is important issue to bring us around the world. Next to that
you can your reading proficiency was fluently. A publication Dubious Mandate: A Memoir of the UN in
Bosnia, Summer 1995 will make you to possibly be smarter. You can feel far more confidence if you can
know about almost everything. But some of you think in which open or reading a book make you bored. It's
not make you fun. Why they can be thought like that? Have you seeking best book or acceptable book with
you?

Patrick Duenas:

The particular book Dubious Mandate: A Memoir of the UN in Bosnia, Summer 1995 has a lot info on it. So
when you check out this book you can get a lot of benefit. The book was compiled by the very famous
author. Mcdougal makes some research ahead of write this book. That book very easy to read you may get
the point easily after perusing this book.

Sarah Petty:

People live in this new day of lifestyle always aim to and must have the time or they will get wide range of
stress from both everyday life and work. So , if we ask do people have extra time, we will say absolutely
sure. People is human not only a robot. Then we request again, what kind of activity do you possess when
the spare time coming to you actually of course your answer will unlimited right. Then ever try this one,
reading ebooks. It can be your alternative with spending your spare time, the book you have read is actually
Dubious Mandate: A Memoir of the UN in Bosnia, Summer 1995.

Irish Watts:

This Dubious Mandate: A Memoir of the UN in Bosnia, Summer 1995 is great e-book for you because the
content that is full of information for you who else always deal with world and also have to make decision
every minute. This particular book reveal it details accurately using great arrange word or we can claim no
rambling sentences in it. So if you are read the idea hurriedly you can have whole info in it. Doesn't mean it
only provides straight forward sentences but hard core information with splendid delivering sentences.
Having Dubious Mandate: A Memoir of the UN in Bosnia, Summer 1995 in your hand like obtaining the
world in your arm, details in it is not ridiculous one particular. We can say that no e-book that offer you
world with ten or fifteen minute right but this reserve already do that. So , it is good reading book. Heya Mr.
and Mrs. busy do you still doubt that will?
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