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Since the earliest days of colonial America, the relationship between cotton and the African-American
experience has been central to the history of the republic. America's most serious social tragedy, slavery and
its legacy, spread only where cotton could be grown. Both before and after the Civil War, blacks were
assigned to the cotton fields while a pervasive racial animosity and fear of a black migratory invasion caused
white Northerners to contain blacks in the South.

Gene Dattel's pioneering study explores the historical roots of these most central social issues. In telling
detail Mr. Dattel shows why the vastly underappreciated story of cotton is a key to understanding America's
rise to economic power. When cotton production exploded to satiate the nineteenth-century textile industry's
enormous appetite, it became the first truly complex global business and thereby a major driving force in
U.S. territorial expansion and sectional economic integration. It propelled New York City to commercial
preeminence and fostered independent trade between Europe and the United States, providing export capital
for the new nation to gain its financial "sea legs" in the world economy. Without slave-produced cotton, the
South could never have initiated the Civil War, America's bloodiest conflict at home.

Mr. Dattel's skillful historical analysis identifies the commercial forces that cotton unleashed and the
pervasive nature of racial antipathy it produced. This is a story that has never been told in quite the same way
before, related here with the authority of a historian with a profound knowledge of the history of
international finance. With 23 black-and-white illustrations.
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From reader reviews:

Blanche Watson:

Book is written, printed, or created for everything. You can recognize everything you want by a e-book.
Book has a different type. We all know that that book is important thing to bring us around the world.
Alongside that you can your reading talent was fluently. A guide Cotton and Race in the Making of America:
The Human Costs of Economic Power will make you to be smarter. You can feel much more confidence if
you can know about almost everything. But some of you think in which open or reading a book make you
bored. It isn't make you fun. Why they can be thought like that? Have you seeking best book or acceptable
book with you?

Cheryl Taylor:

In this 21st one hundred year, people become competitive in each way. By being competitive currently,
people have do something to make them survives, being in the middle of typically the crowded place and
notice simply by surrounding. One thing that oftentimes many people have underestimated it for a while is
reading. Yep, by reading a publication your ability to survive raise then having chance to remain than other
is high. For yourself who want to start reading the book, we give you that Cotton and Race in the Making of
America: The Human Costs of Economic Power book as beginning and daily reading guide. Why, because
this book is greater than just a book.

Luther Ritenour:

This book untitled Cotton and Race in the Making of America: The Human Costs of Economic Power to be
one of several books in which best seller in this year, this is because when you read this reserve you can get a
lot of benefit into it. You will easily to buy this kind of book in the book retail store or you can order it by
using online. The publisher in this book sells the e-book too. It makes you quickly to read this book, because
you can read this book in your Smartphone. So there is no reason to you to past this e-book from your list.

Joseph Myrick:

The guide untitled Cotton and Race in the Making of America: The Human Costs of Economic Power is the
e-book that recommended to you to see. You can see the quality of the book content that will be shown to
you actually. The language that publisher use to explained their way of doing something is easily to
understand. The article author was did a lot of investigation when write the book, and so the information that
they share for your requirements is absolutely accurate. You also might get the e-book of Cotton and Race in
the Making of America: The Human Costs of Economic Power from the publisher to make you considerably
more enjoy free time.
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