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The storiesin Things Kept, Things Left Behind explore the ambiguities of kept secrets, the tangles of
abandoned pasts, and uneasy accommodations. Jim Tomlinson’s characters each face the desire to reclaim
dreams | eft behind, along with something of the dreamer that was also lost. Starkly rendered, these spiraling
characters inhabit a specific place and class---small-town Kentucky, working-class America---but the stories,
told in all their humor and tragedy, are universal.ln each story the characters face conflict, sometimes within
themselves, sometimes with each other. Each carries a past and with it an urge to return and repair. In “First
Husband, First Wife,” ex-spouses are repeatedly drawn together by a shared history they cannot seem to
escape, and they are finally forced to choose between leaving the past or leaving each other. LeAnn and Cass
are grown sisters who conspire to help their prideful mother in “Things Kept.” “Prologue’ is a voyeuristic
journey through the surprisingly different lives of two star-crossed friends, each with its successes and
pitfalls, told through their letters over thirty-five years. In “ Stainless,” Annie and Warren divide their
possessions on the final night of their marriage. Their realtor has advised them to “declutter” the house they
are leaving, but they discover that most of the clutter cannot be so easily removed. The choices are never
simple, and for every thing kept, something must be abandoned. Tomlinson’s characters struggle but
eventually find their way, often unknowingly, to points of departure, to places where things just might
change.
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From reader reviews:
Connie Bannister:

The book Things Kept, Things Left Behind (lowa Short Fiction Award) can give more knowledge and
information about everything you want. So just why must we leave a very important thing like abook Things
Kept, Things Left Behind (lowa Short Fiction Award)? A few of you have a different opinion about
publication. But one aim in which book can give many factsfor us. It is absolutely appropriate. Right now,
try to closer using your book. Knowledge or data that you take for that, you are able to give for each other; it
ispossibleto share all of these. Book Things Kept, Things Left Behind (lowa Short Fiction Award) has
simple shape however you know: it has great and massive function for you. Y ou can search the enormous
world by open and read a publication. So it is very wonderful.

Edward Strode:

Here thing why this kind of Things Kept, Things Left Behind (Iowa Short Fiction Award) are different and
trusted to be yours. First of all studying abook is good however it depends in the content of computer which
isthe content is as delightful as food or not. Things Kept, Things Left Behind (lowa Short Fiction Award)
giving you information deeper as different ways, you can find any e-book out there but there is no e-book
that similar with Things Kept, Things Left Behind (lowa Short Fiction Award). It gives you thrill examining
journey, its open up your eyes about the thing which happened in the world which is might be can be
happened around you. Y ou can actually bring everywhere like in area, café, or even in your means home by
train. If you are having difficultiesin bringing the paper book maybe the form of Things Kept, Things L eft
Behind (lowa Short Fiction Award) in e-book can be your choice.

Dixie Love:

The fedling that you get from Things Kept, Things Left Behind (Iowa Short Fiction Award) may be the more
deep you rooting the information that hide into the words the more you get considering reading it. It doesn't
mean that this book is hard to be aware of but Things Kept, Things Left Behind (lowa Short Fiction Award)
giving you thrill feeling of reading. The article author conveys their point in specific way that can be
understood by anyone who read it because the author of this publication is well-known enough. This specific
book also makes your own vocabulary increase well. It is therefore easy to understand then can go along,
both in printed or e-book style are available. We suggest you for having this particular Things Kept, Things
Left Behind (lowa Short Fiction Award) instantly.

Catherine Stoltenberg:

A lot of people always spent their free time to vacation or maybe go to the outside with them friends and
family or their friend. Are you aware? Many alot of people spent they free time just watching TV, or
perhaps playing video games all day long. If you wish to try to find a new activity honestly, that islook
different you can read the book. It isreally fun in your case. If you enjoy the book you read you can spent all



day every day to reading a guide. The book Things Kept, Things Left Behind (Iowa Short Fiction Award) it
israther good to read. There are alot of folks that recommended this book. We were holding enjoying
reading this book. If you did not have enough space to create this book you can buy often the e-book. Y ou
can mOore effortlessly to read this book through your smart phone. The price is not very costly but this book
possesses high quality.
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