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Religion has always been a focal element in the long and tortured history of American ideas about race. In
The Burden of Black Religion, Curtis Evans traces ideas about African American religion from the
antebellum period to the middle of the twentieth century.

Central to the story, he argues, was the deep-rooted notion that blacks were somehow "naturally" religious.
At first, this assumed natural impulse toward religion served as a signal trait of black people's humanity --
potentially their unique contribution to American culture. Abolitionists seized on this point, linking black
religion to the black capacity for freedom. Soon, however, these first halting steps toward a multiracial
democracy were reversed.

As Americans began to value reason, rationality, and science over religious piety, the idea of an innate black
religiosity was used to justify preserving the inequalities of the status quo. Later, social scientists -- both
black and white -- sought to reverse the damage caused by these racist ideas and in the process proved that
blacks were in fact fully capable of incorporation into white American culture.

This important work reveals how interpretations of black religion played a crucial role in shaping broader
views of African Americans and had real consequences in their lives. In the process, Evans offers an
intellectual and cultural history of race in a crucial period of American history.
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From reader reviews:

Barbara Taylor:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important action, like
looking for your favorite guide and reading a e-book. Beside you can solve your trouble; you can add your
knowledge by the reserve entitled The Burden of Black Religion. Try to make the book The Burden of Black
Religion as your close friend. It means that it can to be your friend when you feel alone and beside associated
with course make you smarter than previously. Yeah, it is very fortuned for you. The book makes you much
more confidence because you can know almost everything by the book. So , let us make new experience in
addition to knowledge with this book.

Mark Clark:

A lot of people always spent all their free time to vacation or perhaps go to the outside with them friends and
family or their friend. Do you know? Many a lot of people spent these people free time just watching TV, or
even playing video games all day long. If you need to try to find a new activity that's look different you can
read a book. It is really fun for yourself. If you enjoy the book that you simply read you can spent all day
long to reading a guide. The book The Burden of Black Religion it is quite good to read. There are a lot of
individuals who recommended this book. These folks were enjoying reading this book. Should you did not
have enough space to bring this book you can buy the e-book. You can m0ore simply to read this book out of
your smart phone. The price is not too costly but this book features high quality.

Valarie Chamberlin:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray a person, why because this The Burden of Black Religion guide
written by well-known writer we are excited for well how to make book that can be understand by anyone
who also read the book. Written in good manner for you, still dripping wet every ideas and publishing skill
only for eliminate your hunger then you still doubt The Burden of Black Religion as good book not simply
by the cover but also by the content. This is one publication that can break don't evaluate book by its include,
so do you still needing an additional sixth sense to pick this kind of!? Oh come on your looking at sixth sense
already alerted you so why you have to listening to one more sixth sense.

Roland Collins:

This The Burden of Black Religion is great e-book for you because the content that is full of information for
you who have always deal with world and still have to make decision every minute. That book reveal it info
accurately using great plan word or we can declare no rambling sentences inside. So if you are read the idea
hurriedly you can have whole information in it. Doesn't mean it only gives you straight forward sentences
but challenging core information with beautiful delivering sentences. Having The Burden of Black Religion
in your hand like finding the world in your arm, facts in it is not ridiculous 1. We can say that no e-book that
offer you world with ten or fifteen small right but this book already do that. So , this really is good reading
book. Hello Mr. and Mrs. busy do you still doubt in which?
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