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Russian Poet/Soviet Jew: The Legacy of Eduard Bagritskii is a long-awaited work of biography and literary
criticism. Maxim D. Shrayer explores the problem of Jewish identity in the early Soviet period by examining
the short but brilliant career of Eduard Bagritskii (1895-1934), a major Russian-Jewish poet. Overlooked in
the West, Bagritskii's life and art typify the tortured destiny of Russia's Jews. Shrayer paints an intimate
portrait of his subject, providing rare photographs of Bagritskii's life and the first English translations of his
major works.

Born in Odessa, Bagritskii participated in both the February 1917 Revolution and the Russian Civil
War—these events formed the thematic core of his writings. Like his close friend and artistic contemporary
Isaak Babel, Bagritskii moved to Moscow in the 1920s. Bagritskii's later years were marked by a critical
examination of his own Jewish identity. As a Jew, a Russian poet, and a revolutionary idealist, Bagritskii
once believed that the liberated Jews of the Russian Empire would enjoy harmony with their fellow Soviet
citizens, giving rise to the new figure of Homo sovieticus Judaeus. Bagritskii's dreams were shattered as a
wave of popular anti-Semitism struck Soviet society in the late 1920s. He realized that Soviet ideology not
only demanded that Jews shed their cultural, historical, and religious identity but also encouraged them to
engage in a Soviet brand of Jewish self-hatred. The poet's initial rejection of his Jewish self was followed by
a return to a biblical notion of Jewish selfhood. Bagritskii's last testament, the narrative poem February,is a
controversial story of a Jewish youth's rejection by and subsequent triumph over an ethnic Russian girl from
the upper class. Russian Poet/Soviet Jew includes the first English translation of this seminal work.

Much more than the first English-language book about Bagritskii, Russian Poet/Soviet Jew also serves as a
general introduction to the generation of Jews of the Pale w
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From reader reviews:

Mildred Smith:

Do you one among people who can't read gratifying if the sentence chained inside the straightway, hold on
guys this kind of aren't like that. This Russian Poet / Soviet Jew: The Legacy of Eduard BagretskII (English
and Russian Edition) book is readable by simply you who hate the perfect word style. You will find the facts
here are arrange for enjoyable studying experience without leaving even decrease the knowledge that want to
provide to you. The writer involving Russian Poet / Soviet Jew: The Legacy of Eduard BagretskII (English
and Russian Edition) content conveys the thought easily to understand by most people. The printed and e-
book are not different in the written content but it just different in the form of it. So , do you nonetheless
thinking Russian Poet / Soviet Jew: The Legacy of Eduard BagretskII (English and Russian Edition) is not
loveable to be your top record reading book?

Donald Sigman:

Playing with family in a park, coming to see the marine world or hanging out with good friends is thing that
usually you could have done when you have spare time, in that case why you don't try factor that really
opposite from that. Just one activity that make you not sense tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller
coaster you have been ride on and with addition details. Even you love Russian Poet / Soviet Jew: The
Legacy of Eduard BagretskII (English and Russian Edition), it is possible to enjoy both. It is great
combination right, you still would like to miss it? What kind of hang-out type is it? Oh occur its mind
hangout folks. What? Still don't get it, oh come on its identified as reading friends.

Cleta Blackwell:

This Russian Poet / Soviet Jew: The Legacy of Eduard BagretskII (English and Russian Edition) is great
book for you because the content which is full of information for you who also always deal with world and
possess to make decision every minute. That book reveal it data accurately using great manage word or we
can claim no rambling sentences included. So if you are read this hurriedly you can have whole data in it.
Doesn't mean it only will give you straight forward sentences but hard core information with attractive
delivering sentences. Having Russian Poet / Soviet Jew: The Legacy of Eduard BagretskII (English and
Russian Edition) in your hand like finding the world in your arm, facts in it is not ridiculous just one. We can
say that no guide that offer you world with ten or fifteen small right but this e-book already do that. So , this
really is good reading book. Hey there Mr. and Mrs. stressful do you still doubt which?

Joshua Hsu:

That publication can make you to feel relax. This specific book Russian Poet / Soviet Jew: The Legacy of
Eduard BagretskII (English and Russian Edition) was vibrant and of course has pictures on the website. As
we know that book Russian Poet / Soviet Jew: The Legacy of Eduard BagretskII (English and Russian
Edition) has many kinds or variety. Start from kids until young adults. For example Naruto or Investigator



Conan you can read and believe you are the character on there. So , not at all of book are make you bored,
any it makes you feel happy, fun and loosen up. Try to choose the best book to suit your needs and try to like
reading that.
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